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Zabi  and  hundreds  like  him: 

Children  are  why  Baptists  came  to  Goma,  Zaire 


By  Craig  Bird 


-g- 


CX)MA,  Zaire  (BP)  —  He  didn’t 
have  a  registration  card  or  a  refugee 
number. 

So  IB-year-old  Nzabiiinda  John 
was  turned  away  from  the  over¬ 
crowded  orphanage  in  Goma,  Zaire. 

It  didn’t  matter  that  he  was 
naked,  malnourished,  and  alone.  It 
didn’t  matter  that  he  was  dying  fix>m 
exposure'  that  he  hadn’t  seen  his 
family  since  the  night  two  months 
earlier  when  he  was  separated  from 
them  in  the  mad  scramble  of  Rwan¬ 
dans  across  the  border  to  Zaire. 

It  didn’t  matter  that  his  fhends 
arxl  family  —  when  he  had  firierxls 
and  family  —  called  him  “Zabi.” 
No  one  called  him  anything  in 
Goma.  He  was  just  another  name¬ 
less,  numberless  refugee. 


But  when  the  team  of  Southern 
Bqjtist  missionaiies  and  volunteers 
noticed  him  huddled  against  the 
team  van,  trying  to  soak  up  some 
reflected  heat  the  cfaUl  morn¬ 
ing  sun,  Zabi  became  human  agaia  - 

Pam  Conteras,  a  volunteer 
nurse  fkx>m  ClevdaiMi,  poiitted  the 
boy  out  to  missionary  Lucy  Drig¬ 
gers.  Driggers  started  asking  offi¬ 
cials  at  the  orphanage  about  Zabi. 
The  Baptists,  all  part  of  the  joint 
Foreign  Mission  Board-Brother¬ 
hood  Commission  relief  effort  in 
Goma,  were  shocked  by  die  callous 
victory  of  bureaucracy  over  human¬ 
ity. 

“We’n  take  him,  and  get  him  reg¬ 
istered  later,”  Driggers  declared, 
shaming  the  orphanage  into  giving 


CAREFUL  EXAM  —  A  head-to-toe  medical  exam  by  found  Zabi  to  be  “generally  healthy,  once  we  get  him 
volunteer  Southern  Baptist  doctor  Daniel  Brown  of  warmed  up  and  fed.”  (BP  photos  by  Kevin  Morley) 
Raleigh,  N.C.,  and  nurse  Pam  Conteras  of  Cleveland 


RESCUE  —  Mississippi  Baptist  volunteer  nurse  Pam  Conteras  (left) 
noticed  the  naked  boy  and  rallied  other  team  members  to  question  why  he 
had  not  been  treated.  After  getting  him  some  clothes,  Conteras  and  other 
team  members  consoled  Zabi  in  the  van  until  he  could  be  transported  to 
the  new  Baptist  camp  for  unaccompanied  minors. 


the  boy  a  shirt  and  trousers.  The 
Baptist  ceixer  to  care  for  “unaccom¬ 
panied  minors”  had  been  authorized 
the  day  before  by  the  United  Nations 
High  Commission  for  Refugees  to 
begin  acoqiting  children. 

Zabi  would  be  the  first  of  hun¬ 
dreds.  By  11  am.  he  was  undergo¬ 
ing  a  medical  exam  by  Daniel 
Brown,  a  volunteer  physician  fiom 
Raleigh,  N.C. 

His  body  temperature  was  only 
95  degrees.  “Imagine  what  it  was  at 


2  a.m.  in  the  dark  and  cold  and 
wind,”  Brown  said.  “But  his  spleen 
is  only  slightly  enlarged,  and  I  think 
once  we  get  him  warmed  up  and 
fed  up  he’s  going  to  be  a  good 
patient.” 

The  Rwandan  Baptist  woman 
hired  to  care  for  Zabi  aad  nine  other 
children,  hugged  the  somber  boy, 
assuring  him,  “We’re  going  to  fe^ 
you  and  love  you.  We’re  going  to 
(day  and  laugh.” 

Before  the  team  was  through 


examining  Zabi,  a  UNICEF  van 
arrived  with  three  more  children. 
Ten  minutes  later  the  B^^)tist  van 
returned  with  five  youngsters  who 
had  been  living  behind  a  pastor’s 
house.  By  the  end  of  the  week  there 
were  75  children.  By  the  end  of 
September  there  will  be  500. 

Five  hundred  children  like  Zabi 
will  get  food,  medical  care,  and  lots 
of  love  because  Baptists  chose  to  be 
in  Goma. 

Bird  writes  for  FMB. 


Collegians  drtn 


College  students  —  especially  female  students  —  are 
bucking  the  national  trend  toward  decreased  alcohol  con¬ 
sumption,  and  that  troubles  the  Southern  Baptist  Christian 
Life  Commission  (CLC).  Among  the  findings  of  a  June  7 
study  by  the  Commission  on  Substance  Abuse  at  Colleges 
and  Universities: 

—  One  in  three  college  students  diinks  primarily  to  get 
drunk.  33%  of  women  students  said  they  drink  primarily  to 
get  drunk,  iq)  an  eye-popping  250%  since  1977. 

—  42%  of  students  report  they  engaged  in  binge  drinking 
in  the  last  two  weeks.  37%  of  women  said  they  binge  drink, 
almost  triple  the  number  15  years  ago. 

—  95%  of  campus  violence  is  alcohol-related.  90%  of 
campus  rapes  involve  alcohol  use  by  the  assailant,  the  victim, 
or  both. 

—  60%  of  women  with  AIDS  and  other  sexually  trans¬ 
mitted  diseases  were  drank  when  infected  through  sexual 
activity. 


Trustees  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board 
(FMB)  are  taking  actions  they  hope  will  ensure  die  denomi¬ 
nation’s  continued  presence  in  Hong  Kong  after  the  Chinese 
government  reclaims  the  capitalist  oasis  in  1997.  China  has 
already  announced  plans  to  significantly  increase  land  taxes 
and  alter  land  ownership  rules,  so  FMB  resources  will  be 
adapted  accordingly,  reported  Linda  Pearson,  FMB  area 
director  for  East  Asia.  “We  don’t  have  the  resources  to  pay 
these  taxes,  so  we  felt  this  was  the  time  for...  moving  our 
people  into  i^iartments.  If  for  some  reason  after  1997  we’re 
asked  to  give  up  our  property,  we  wouldn't  have  the  funds  to 
house  all  our  missionaries....  Once  we  have  this  behind  us, 
we’ll  refocus  on...  evangelism,  planting  churches,  and  minis¬ 
tering  to  people,”  she  said.  There  are  currently  58  Southern 
Bqitist  missionaries  woiking  with  45,000  Hong  Kong  Bi^v 
tists  in  1 15  churches  and  chapels.  Hong  Kong  Baptists  have 
set  a  goal  of  200  churches  and  100,000  believers  by  the  turn 
kA  the  century. 


Washington  Association  members  come  to  the  rescue  of 
storm-damaged  Hrst  Church  in  Belmont,  Calif.,  repairing  the 
ventilation  system  and  replacing  plumbing  in  the  baptistry  of 
the  small  church. 


Thirty-five  young  people  from  Temple  Church,  Hatties¬ 
burg,  return  from  mission  work  along  the  Rio  Grande  River 
in  south  Texas,  where  113  people  were  reached  through 
Bible  schools  and  revivals. 


New  Zion  Church,  Tylertown,  writes  Mississippi  Governor 
Thomas  L.  Bailey,  disipproving  his  support  for  a  black  mar¬ 
ket  liquor  tax  on  the  grounds  that  the  new  law  is  confusing 
and  implies  government  sig^it  for  legalized  liquor. 
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Editor’s  Notebook__o„ 

Mississippi  Coiiege  — 
ownership  and  controi 


Back  in  1850  the  college  com¬ 
mittee  made  its  report:  “The 
Trustees  of  the  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege,  located  in  Clinton,  offer  to 
relinquish  to  this  body  (the  Con¬ 
vention)  property  and  control  of 
the  College,  with  the  one  only 
consideration,  that  should  the 
Denomination  fail  to  keep  up  a 
school  upon  the  property,  it 
reverts  back  to  the  trustees.  The 
property  is  understood  to  be 
worth  $11,000.” 

On  Sept.  22,  1994,  some  146 
years  later,  the  trustees  reclaimed 
the  college.  The  usual  language 
of  ensuring  the  college  “remain 
true  to  its  Baptist  heritage,... 
unwavering  in  our  commitment  to 
serve  all  Baptists  in  Mississippi,” 
etc.,  was  included  in  a  statement 
issued  on  that  day. 

The  tni.stees  felt  it  important  to 
“distance  the  college  from 
denominational  politics  in  order 
to  be  assured  that  the  college 
could  continue  to  thrive...,”  said 
the  statement. 

Thus,  for  nearly  a  century  and 
half,  the  “crown  jewel”  of  Baptist 


the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven-  there  is  a  schedule  set  when  it 
tion.  With  tte  stroke  of  a  pen,  it  will  again  be  placed  under  the 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  15  trustees,  control  of  the  convention.  I 
The  four  pastors  on  the  board  of  believe  we  can  trust  the  judgment 
trustees  vehemently  opposed  the  of  2,000  churches  and  members 
action,  but  it  still  passed.  The  more  than  15  trustees  who  precip- 
convention  is  left  with  a  promise  itated  the  change, 
of  choosing  six  trustees  as  the  And  who  are  these  trustees? 
board  is  enlarged  to  24.  They  certainly  are  not  crooks. 

What  is  the  reaction  to  all  of  They  are  men  who  sincerely 
this?  How  much  were  MC  trus-  desire  to  protect  the  college  and 
tees  influenced  by  similar  actions  have  acted  in  a  manner  which 
at  Baylor  or  Samfoid?  How  much  they  consider  is  best  for  the 

school.  The  protest  of  the 
pastorAnistees  was  noted  but  not 
needed  in  the  meeting.  The  vote 
was  10  for  the  action,  two 
c^iposed,  and  three  abstaining. 

What  is  next?  We  need  to  con¬ 
tinue  our  support  and  loyalty  to 


'Medium  to  short  on  top  and  watch  the 
sideburns.  ” 


were  they  influenced  by  SBC  pol¬ 
itics? 

To  say  the  least,  most  people 
were  stunned.  There  has  b^n  lit¬ 
tle  attempt  to  “take  over”  the  col¬ 
lege  by  fundamental/conserva¬ 
tives  or  moderates.  Mississippi 

B^tists  have  sought  to  pursue  a  Mississippi  College.  The  school 
middle-of-the-road  course  in  the  is  worthy  of  our  sons  and  daugh- 
controversy.  ters,  of  our  dollars  and  deeds,  and 

Others  may  view  it  as  a  sign  of  could  have  its  greatest  days 
the  times,  a  hijacking,  or  as  one  ahead.  We  have  an  excellent  new 
Alabama  trustee  said  of  Samford,  president,  an  unsurpassed  .faculty 
it  has  bron  “stolen”  from  the  state  and  staff,  and  now  pertums  more  The  funeral  was  for  a  child  reading  the  Scripture:  “He  that 
convention.  than  ever,  we  ne^  themll  sup-  less  than  a  year  old.  My  friend,  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place  of 

This  editor  wishes  it  had  not  port  of  Mississippi  B2q)tists.  Saturino,  his  wife,  and  several  the  Most  High  shall  abide  under 

older  children  sat  on  a  bench  on  the  shade  of  the  Almighty....” 
the  front  porch  of  the  nipa  hut.  He  read  all  of  Psalm  91,  but  1 
The  small  handmade  casket  was  was  still  reflecting  on  the  shade 
at  the  edge  of  the  steps.  or  shadow  of  the  Almighty.  I’ve 

The  hot  trc^ical  sun  made  that  pondered  it  often  since  then.  The 
particular  section  of  the  Philip-  shade  of  the  Almighty  is  the 
pine  Islands  most  uncomfortable,  most  comfortable  place  in  the 
A  morning  glory  vine  circled  the  world.  The  temperature,  the 
porch  and  hung  off  a  little  locale,  or  the  economic  sur- 
toward  the  east.  Most  of  the  roundings  may  be  extreme,  but 
mourners  bad  sought  this  bit  of  the  shade  of  the  Almighty  is  still 
shade.  Even  Jonah  bad  a  gourd  the  best  guarantee  of  comfort, 
vine  and  the  morning  glory  was  Where  his  shade  or  shadow  is 
eyed  with  a  bit  of  envy.  means  he  is  near. 

The  Filipino  pastor  was  now  —  GH 


The  Fragment 


Baptist  Foundation  Month... 

Foundation  announces  additional 
programs  for  Mississippi  Baptists 


For  the  past  50  years,  it  has  ate  decisions  to  provide  additional 
been  a  source  for  endowed  schol-  and  enhanced  financial  services,” 
arships  to  Mississippi’s  Baptist  said  Fisher.  Specifically,  the  list 
colleges,  a  special  friend  to  the  includes  enhanced  charitable 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Children’s  Village, 

and  a  unique  finan-  f.,,  _ 

cial  adviser  to  Bap- 

tist  churches  across  _  X 1 

Mississiopi 

Foundation  (MBF)  *  ^  w  ^ 

and  its  work  are  rel-  ^  4 

atively  unfamiliar  to 

'"1bJ?Tl.®pTt?ern  DClpUDl  rUUllU 

MBF  committee 

members  and  executives  h(^  to  remainder  trasts,  annuities,  fixed 
change  in  the  coming  montte.  E.  income  funds,  equity  funds, 
Harold  Fisher  Jr.,  executive  diiec-  pooled  income  funds,  and  the 
tor  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  increasingly  popular  short-term 
Foundation,  announc^  that  Bq)-  cash  fund, 
tists  would  not  only  notice  a  visi-  Long  regarded  as  an  instrument 
Me  difference  (i.e.,  new  logo),  but  for  endowments,  wills,  or  estate 
would  also  be  able  to  take  advan-  inarming,  the  NffiF  has  emtooed  a 
tage  of  an  enlarged  and  imixoved  new  course  diat  will  allow  it  to 
roster  of  services.  work  more  closely  with  Baptist 

“We’ve  analyz(^  the  services  churches  to  adiieve  their  finsnrial 
we’ve  provided  in  the  past  to  needs  and  investment  goals, 
churches,  individual  members,  and  It’s  a  direction  MBF  execu- 
Biq)ti8t  schools,  and  made  deliber-  fives  say  closely  parallels  its  basic 
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MC  trustees  change'board 
maKeup;  leaders  cry  foul 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Vickery  also  said  the  change  action,”  the  pastors  said  in  a  state- 
would  add  more  diversity  and  Bap-  ment  issued  Sept.  26. 
tist  laity  to  the  board  wt^  helping  The  pastors  alleged  that  eight 
the  allege  raise  money  to  replace  elected  board  roemters,  two  hoo- 
“dwiixllmg”  support  from  the  state  orary  board  members,  and  attor- 
convention.  neys  were  involved  in  the  decision 

“tO  the  CXClUSiOn  Of  the 

,1.4  remairxler  of  the  board.” 

'Ilie  executive  committee 
^  *  ^  ^  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 

-  Convention  Boara  (MBCB), 


and  hanno- 


MC  trustee  chairman  explains 
decision  to  alter  board  makeup 


(full  text) 

The  Board  of  Trustees  at  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College  met  in  regular  ses¬ 
sion  today  on  the  campus  and  took 
action  to  amend  the  college  charter 
concerning  the  selection  of  trustees 
to  the  college. 

This  action  was 
taken  to  ensure 
that  Mississippi 
College  can 
remain  true  to 
Its  Baptist  her¬ 
itage  and  tradi¬ 
tions  of  serving 
all  Mississippi 
Baptists  and  , 
then-  churches.  Vickery 

With  a  long 

tradition  as  a  conservative  institu¬ 
tion  serving  all  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists,  the  board  felt  very  strongly 
about  taking  action  to  preserve  the 
college's  ability  to  continue  that 
service.  For  several  years,  we  as 
trustees  have  felt  the  uneasiness 
among  Baptist  institutions  and 
Baptist  churches  that  unfortunately 
are  affected  by  denominational 
politics.  We  felt  it  important  to  dis- 
tance  the  college  from  these 
denominational  politics  in  order  to 
be  assured  that  the  college  could 
continue  to  thrive  and  to  fulfill  its 
mission  to  serve  all  Biqitiists. 

Out  charter  did  not  protect  the 
institution  sufficiently  from  out¬ 
side  influences.  The  trustees  felt 
that  it  was  our  responsibility  to 
nrovide  the  necessary  insolation 
tor  hfississippi  College  from  the 
potential  actions  of  various  fac¬ 
tions  that  could  compromise  our 
ability  to  serve  all  Baptists. 

At  our  board  meetmg  today,  we 
changed  the  manner  in  which 
board  members  are  chosea  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  was  organized  in 
1 826  as  a  self-contained,  legal, 
non-profit  corporation.  Consistent 
with  Mississippi  law  i^iplicable  to 
nonprofit  corpt^^ons,  the  board 
of  trustees  exercised  its  power  to 
change  the  charter  of  the  corp^ 
tion  to  modifv  the  selection 
process  for  thi  board  of  trustees. 
As  modified,  the  board  was 
enlarged  from  IS  trustees  to  24 
trustees,  six  of  whom  will  be 
seleofed  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

In  order  to  safeguard  our  dedi¬ 


Statement  by  Harry  Vickery,  Chairman 
Mississippi  College  Board  of  Trustees 
Septeml^r  22, 1994 

cation  to  our  mission  to  serve  Bap-  tin 
tists,  the  following  steps  were  ws 
taken:  mi 

—  The  charter  includes  a  new  bo 
provision  that  all  trustees  must  be  ac 
Baptists.  bo 

—  25%  (six  of  24)  of  the  trus-  da 
tees  will  be  selected  by  the  Missis-  tal 
sippi  Biy)tist  Convention.  an 

—  We  are  puUicly  stating  and  hii 
reaffirming  our  commitment  to  our  an 
Bi^itist  traditions  of  service.  ed 

—  Artide  5  of  the  charter  now  wl 
states  explidtly  that  the  college  ap 
will  operate  “within  the  Christian- 
oriented  aims  and  ideals  of  Bi^-  dx 
tists,  under  the  control  of  Bi^tists.*’  vi< 
While  the  vote  on  this  change  in  tin 
the  diarter  was  not  unanimous,  the  sq 
vote  was  t^iproved  by  overwh^-  soi 
ing  nugoiity.  It's  in^mitant  to  note  W 
that  the  motion  to  take  this  action  ou 
was  made  by  Judge  Roy  Noble  he 
Lee  and  secoinded  by  He^  Hed-  gr 
erman,  both  of  whom  have  been 
long-term  and  loyal  supporters  of  na 
the  college.  he 

The  lay  members  of  Mississippi 
College's  board  have  not  enga^  an 
in  any  of  the  denominational  poll-  mi 
tics  in  our  national  or  state  conven-  in] 
tion.  We  do  not  consider  that  our  bo 
role  as  trustees.  We  want  to  remain  su] 
close  to  the  convention  —  our  lai 
action  today  is  simply  to  distance  an 
os  from  offiy  the  politics  of  the  Oi 
convemioo.  &  was  a  st^  to  ensure  Bi 
that  die  college  could  remain  true  su 
to  its  mission  without  fear  of  being  oi 
shaped  by  influences  beyond  its  rn 
controL  on 

We  hope  that  no  one  will  inter-  thi 
pret  this  action  as  distancing  us  so 
nom  the  hfississqtpi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  —  notlung  cWd  be  for-  da 
Iher  from  the  truth.  In  fact,  our  pri-  Q 
mary  reason  for  this  action,  as  I' ve  ke 
stat^  is  to  ensure  that  we  can  bet-  su 
ter  serve  all  Mississqtpi  Baptists,  en 
We  are  no  less  Baptist  by  this  to 
action,  and  no  less  committed  to  ac 
Baptist  churches  and  their  pastors,  so 
Anyone  observing  campus  activi-  na 
ties,  or  classroom  sessions,  will  see  ne 
no  diffiaenoe  in  operations  m  p(^-  so 
cies,  because  there  will  be  no  dif-  Q 
ferenoe.  im 

Althou^  the  action  had  been  vi 
discuned  m  several  years  by  one  co 
or  another  of  the  trustees,  today's  su 
meeting  was  the  first  time  it  had 
been  discussed  officially.  At  the  th 


time  of  his  employment.  Dr.  Todd 
was  not  made  aware  of  the  infor¬ 
mal  discussions  of  the  various 
board  members  contemplating  this 
action.  He  was  informed  of  the 
board's  interest  only  in  recent 
days,  when  we  asked  him  not  to 
take  a  position.  We  did  not  want 
anyone  on  any  side  to  be  critical  of 
Um,  since  this  decision  was  not  his 
and  he  bad  no  part  in  it.  He  indicat¬ 
ed  he  would  abide  by  and  su|q><»t 
whatever  action  the  board 
approved. 

While  the  primary  reason  for 
the  trustees'  action  to^y  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  necessary  protection  for 
the  institution  to  serve  all  Missis- 
sqipi  BqMists,  there  ate  other  rea¬ 
sons  that  factored  into  the  decision. 
While  remaining  unwavering  in 
our  commitment  to  our  Baptist 
heritage,  we  also  aqnte  to  ttacb  a 
greater  level  of  prominence  in 
higher  education  circles  in  the 
nation  without  cmnpromising  that 


Hind  raising  is  a  key  element  to 
any  private  institution,  and  we 
must  ensure  that  we  have  the  lead¬ 
ing  Baptist  business  people  on  the 
board  to  leverage  the  mi^  needed 
support  for  the  college.  We  need  a 
lamr  board,  and  to  add  diversity 
and  mote  Bifitist  laity  to  the  board. 
Our  siqiport  from  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  had  been 
steadily  dwindling  as  a  percentage 
(tf  our  genoal  budgeL  and  tins  has 
leqmred  our  aggressive  pursuit  of 
outside  funding  to  k^  me  cost  to 
the  Mississypi  Bifitist  student  rea¬ 
sonable. 

Another  dimension  to  our  fur¬ 
thering  the  mission  of  Mississippi 
College  is  reaching  out  to  a  few 
key  Bimtist  leaders  in  adjacent 
states.  ctdlege  needs  to  broad¬ 
en  its  horizons  and  opra  its  doors 
to  the  region  for  its  mgb  quality 
academic  programs  delivered  in  a 
solid  qnritual  atmosphere.  As  die 
nation  realizes  m<He  and  mme  the 
need  for  an  education  groun^  in 
solid  Christian  values,  Mississippi 
Ctdlege  can  teach  greater  promi¬ 
nence  by  developing  a  broader 
vision  of  its  service  area  without 
compromising  our  focus  on  Mis- 
sismpi  Baptists. 

Ine  trustees  ate  unwavering  in 
their  commitment  to  Mississippi 
College's  role  as  a  sqieib  Christ¬ 
ian  institution  dedicated  to  the  love 
of  Christ,  to  the  advancement  of 
his  kingdom,  and  to  the  delivety  of 
a  high  quality  academic  program, 
h  is  our  fervM  hope  that  die  Nfis- 
sissippi  Biqitist  Cfonvention  will 
continue  to  support  Mississippi 
College.  We  want  a  harmonious 
and  supportive  relationship  with 
the  Minissippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  a  relationship  that  is  cordial 
and  meaningful  yet  fiee  of  the  pol¬ 
itics  of  the  denomination.  Our 
arms,  our  hearts,  and  our  heads  are 
open  and  inviting  to  all  Kfississippi 
Baptists  to  continue  to  build  on 
this  old  and  revered  university 
called  Mississippi  College. 


Student  Conference 

Over  800  students  from  college  campuses  across  Mississippi  gathered 
Sept  23*24  at  First  Church,  Clinton,  for  the  1994  State  College  Student 
Conference.  Among  program  personalities  were. musicians  Mack  and 
Shayta  Blake  (bottom  right  comer)  from  Ruston,  La.  Full  coverage  of  the 
event,  sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board’s  Student 
Work  Department,  will  be  indudeo  in  next  week's  edition  of  The  Baptist 
Raconi.  (Photo  by  Teresa  Dickens) 

Dissenting  MC  trustees 
issue  minority  report  on 
decision  to  change  board 

Minority  Report  of  the  Miaaisappi  College  Board  of  Truatees 
September  26, 1994 


(full  text) 

On  Thuiaday,  September  22, 
action  waa  udeen  by  the  MC  board 
of  trustees  to  enlarge  the  board 
from  IS  to  24  (members)  and  to 
make  18  those  24  slots  self-per- 


been  authorized  by  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  to  select  its 
own  trustees  either  in  part  or  total¬ 
ly.  This  decision  should  have  been 
a  Mississqvi  Bimtist  Convention 
decision  aM  not  me  decirion  of  10 
men.  This  decision  violates  the 

The  ftdlowing  trustees  objected  trust  of  all  Mississippi  Baptists, 
to  the  action  for  the  fdlowing  tea-  In  conclusion,  we  deplore  this 
sons:  action.  We  were  completely  left 

1.  Process  of  trusteeship  was  out  of  the  process  of  trusteeship, 
violated.  Eight  elected  members.  We  feel  betrayed  and  violated.  Wc 
two  honor^  members,  and  attor-  consider  both  the  process  and  the 
neys  were  involved  in  die  decisioo  action  totally  unacceptable  and  in 
for  the  atove  action  to  the  exdu-  no  way  do  we  concur  wifo  or  con- 
sion  of  the  remainder  of  the  board,  done  this  action. 

None  of  the  pastors  on  the  board 

had  knowled^  of  the  action  prim  Jimmy  Porter,  pastor 

to  the  board  meeting  on  September  Hrst  Churdi,  McComb 

22. 

The  entire  board,  including  the  Gordon  Sanstn|^  pastor 
ministers,  are  elected  by  the  Mis-  First  Church.  Vidrsburg 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention  and 
are  given  the  trust  of  its  institutioo  Frank  Gurm,  pastor 
and  should  be  allowed  to  function  First  Church,  Biloxi 
as  trustees. 

2.  This  action  is  a  violation  of  Eddie  Hamilton,  Dir.  of  Missions 
Baptist  polity.  No  institution  has  Hinds-Madison  Association 

State  executive  committee 
responds  to  board’s  action 

(full  text) 

The  executive  committee  of  the  Mississiprpi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  is,  of  course,  vitally  interested  in  Mississtpiu  College.  No  one  on 
the  executive  committee  or  the  executive  director  m  the  president  of  the 
(Nfississippi  Baptist)  Convention,  had  any  prior  knowledge  of  the  deci¬ 
sion  made  by  the  Kfississippi  College  trustees. 

Everyone  was  shocked  and  saddened.  For  168  years,  Mississippi 
Biqitists  and  Missi^ippi  Colley  have  worked  in  cor^ration  and  har¬ 
mony,  (and)  we  desire  that  relationship  to  continue. 

We  are  closely  monitoring  events  and  prayerfully  considering  our 
positioTL  We  will  keep  Mississippi  Baptists  informed  as  events  unfold, 
but  (we)  have  no  further  statement  at  this  time. 


SBC  Executive  Committee  urges 
caution  in  CP  change  in  states 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The 
Executive  Committee,  coocemed 
about  possible  changes  in  the  his¬ 
toric  Cooperative  Program  rela¬ 
tionship  with  several  states,  urged 
extreme  caution  in  any  departure 
from  “this  God-given  and  time 
honored  approach  to  funding  a 
wmld  misaon  strategy.” 

In  other  business,  the  commit¬ 
tee  asked  for  copies  of  contracts 
the  SBC  Annuity  Board  has  with 
the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 
and  hea^  requests  from  19  agen¬ 
cies  for  more  than  $146  million 
from  the  1995-96  SBC  Program 
Allocation  Budget. 

The  CP  resolution,  carefully 
worded  but  pointed  in  its  concern, 
was  approved  by  the  committee 
during  its  Sept.  19-20  meeting. 
Sever^  state  conventions  will  con¬ 
sider  allowing  changes  in  the  tradi¬ 
tional  state-SBC  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  in  annual  meetings  this  fall. 

Texas  and  North  Carolina  will 
consider  plans  which  offer  church¬ 
es  opportunity  to  give  to  state  and 
other  mission  causes  called  “Coop¬ 
erative  Program”  but  not  include 
the  SBC.  However,  no  state  con¬ 
vention  is  mentioned  in  the  four- 
paragraph  resolution. 

lite  resolution  seeks  to  remind 
state  conventions  that  CP  funds 
have  never  been  used  to  fund  orga¬ 
nizations  “having  no  accountabiU- 
ty  to  state  conventions  or  the 
SBC,”  and  it  asks  the  states  to 
inform  constituents  “of  the  vari¬ 
ances  of  theology  and  doctrine 
being  embraced  a^  espoused  by 
some  groups  identifying  them¬ 
selves  as  Southern  Baptists....” 
Several  committee  memters  said  it 
was  a  pointed  reference  to  the 
Cooperative  Biqitist  Fellowship. 

The  resolution  also  included 
three  attachments  produced  by  the 
committee’s  convention  relations 
office  which  described  the  theolog¬ 
ical  differences  between  the  SBC 
and  the  CBF. 

Also,  the  80-member  committee 


The  annual  conference  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Ministers’  Wives 
will  be  held  Oct.  31  at  First 
Church,  Jack- 
son. 

That  date  is 
one  day  prior  to 
the  annu^  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Mis- 
.sissippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

Keynote 
speakers  for  the 
Ministers’ 

Wives  confer¬ 
ence  will  be 
Lynda  Street  of  Clinton  and  Rhon¬ 
da  Kelley  of  New  Oileans. 

Street  is  administrative  assis¬ 
tant  in  the  Department  of  (Thristian 
Studies  and  l^osophy  at  Missis¬ 
sippi  College.  She  lead  a  con¬ 
ference  titled,  “And  So,  What  Do 
You  Do?” 


By  Herb  Hoilinger  &  Art  Toalston 

voted  to  request  the  SBC  Annuity 
Board  to  provide  the  committee 
with  a  written  report  of  “all 
invr^ement  with  the  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellowship,  including 
copies  of  all  contracts  with  the 
Cw,  by  February  1995  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  meeting.” 

The  Annuity  Board  services  die 
CBF  widi  a  retirement  and  im>tec- 
don  plan  similar  to  {dans  with  SBC 
boatw  and  agencies.  The  CBF  had 
been  sending  funds  to  SBC  agen¬ 
cies,  from  some  SBC  churches, 
until  the  agencies  were  directed 
during  the  June  SBC  aruiual  meet¬ 
ing  to  no  longer  accept  those 
funds. 

Although  it  was  not  clear  what 
the  Executive  Comnittee  would  do 
with  the  report,  there  is  an  sqiparent 
interest  by  some  committee  mem¬ 
bers  to  persuade  the  Annuity 
Boaod  to  discontinie  business  with 
the  CBF.  An  Annuity  Board 
qpedeesman  at  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee-  meeting  declined  to  specu¬ 
late  on  how  the  board  would 
te^nd. 

Current  Armuity  Board  ptdicies 
allow  it  to  service  organizations 
which  are  connected  in  some  way 
with  Southern  Baptists,  like  Mid- 
America  Seminary,  Memphis,  but 
not  controlled  by  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  national  or  state  entity. 

The  September  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  meeting  traditionally  bears 
the  first  request  from  SBC  agen¬ 
cies  for  Cooperative  Program 
funding  for  the  next  year’s  budget. 
The  committee  will  recommerid  a 
1995-96  SBC  Program  Allocation 
Budget  to  the  June  1995  SBC 
armual  meeting  in  Atlanta. 

The  19  requests  totaled 
$146364,915,  which  is  more  than 
1%  above  the  1994-95  budget  of 
$136,539,730.  Heading  the  list 
were  the  Christian  Life  Commit¬ 
tee,  asking  for  a  28.5%  irKrease, 
and  the  Radio  and  Television 
Corrunission,  seddng  27.6%  more. 

Executive  Committee  members 


Kelley  is  adjunct  [vofessor  at 
New  Orieans  S^inary  and  asso¬ 
ciate  director  of  Innovative  Evarr- 
gelism.  Her  con¬ 
ference  topic 
will  be  “Divine 
Discipline.” 

The  confer¬ 
ence  is  free,  and 
will  begin  at  1 
p.m.  at  First 
Church,  Jack- 
son.  The  confer¬ 
ence'  will 
adjourn  at  4:30. 
Limited 
preschool  child  care  will  be  avail¬ 
able  with  advance  registration  by 
Oct  24. 

For  advance  child  care  registra¬ 
tion  or  more  information,  contact 
the  Office  of  Church  Administra¬ 
tion-Pastoral  Ministries  at  (800) 
748-1651  or  (601)  968-3800. 


s^roved  a  resolutitm  affirming  R. 
Albert  MoUer  Jr.  as  president  of 
Southern  Seminary,  Louisville, 
Ky.,  although  not  mentioning  con¬ 
troversy  surrounding  Mohler’s 
request  for  the  resignation  of  asso- 
date  professor  of  theology  MoUy 
Marshall,  which  she  submitted 
Aug.  22.  Mohler  refused  to  list 
^cifics  but  charged  Marshall,  a 
10-year  faculty  member,  had 
tau^t  outside  the  seminary’s  doc¬ 
trinal  Abstract  of  Prindi^es. 

The  resolution,  submitted  by 
James  Merritt,  pastor  of  First 
CTburch  of  Snellville,  Ga.,  stated, 
“Dr.  Mohler’s  sensitivity  to  the 
concerns,  intents,  and  purposes  of 
the  supporting  constituency  of  the 
seminary...  ar^  the  trustees...  elect¬ 
ed  by  the...  Convention  reflects  die 
kind  of  servant  leadership...  that 
will,...  maintain  Southern  Semi¬ 
nary  as  an  institution  of  distinctive 
academic  recogption.” 

In  other  business,  the  Executive 
Committee: 

—  approved  forwarding,  with¬ 
out  comment,  a  report  fiom  a  spe- 
dal  theological  education  study 
committee  to  the  program  and 
structure  study  committee  for  its 
consideration.  Both  committees 
were  established  by  the  Executive 
Committee  but  the  progr^  and 
structure  study  committee  is  look¬ 
ing  at  idl  the  SBC  programs  and 
structure. 

—  discontinued  a  feasibility 
study  of  a  jnoposed  SBC  TV  news 
program  “because  the  projected 
costs  exceed  projected  financial 
resources.”  The  committee  said  the 
project  could  be  revived  “when 
hiring  resources  are  deemed  to 
be  imminently  available.” 

—  declined  action  cm  a  motion 
referred  from  the  SBC  annual 
meeting  for  {Hovisions  in  the  SBC 
constitutioa  for  removing  a  trustee 
or  trustees  by  a  simple  majority 
vote  of  messengers  at  the  armurd 
meeting.  It  is  “a  com|dex  issue  and 
is  a  matter  of  ongoing  $iady,”  the 
Executive  Committee  stance  noted. 

—  declined  action  cm  a  referred 
motion  barring  SBC  missions 
agencies  from  asking  missionary 
applicants  “about  inerrancy  or 
about  arw  odier  matter  of  faith  and 
IHUctice.*^ 

—  declined  action  on  other 
referrals  calling  for  review  and 
updating  of  the  BsqMist  Faith  and 
Message;  for  procedures  for  Bap¬ 
tists  not  in  attendance  at  the  SBC 
annual  meeting  to  vote  on  SBC 
busine.ss;  for  prohibitions  against 
the  Committee  on  Nominations, 
Committee  on  Committees,  and 
Committee  on  Order  of  Business 
nominating/recommending  to  the 
respective  committees  family 
members,  fellow  church  members, 
or  co-workers  of  current  commit¬ 
tee  members;  a  prcdulntion  against 
Committee  on  Nominations  mem¬ 
bers  being  spouses  of  full-time 
church  or  ^tKMninational  workers; 
die  naming  of  Committee  on  Com¬ 
mittees  members  by  the  president 
of  each  state  Baptist  convention. 

Hollinger  is  director;  Toal¬ 
ston  writes  for  Baptist  Press. 


Conference  for  Ministers 
Wives  set  for  October  31 


Street  Kelley 


Toys  to  comfort  kids 


Acteens,  RAs,  GAs  (above),  and  members  of  Rocky  Creek  Church, 
Lucedale,  recently  donated  106  teddy  bears  and  other  stuffed  animals  to 
Police  Chief  George  Miller,  Sheriff  Eugene  Howell,  and  local  Highway 
Patrol  officers.  The  toys  will  be  carried  In  law  officers’  automobiles  and 
used  to  calm  children  m  crisis  situations.  Jerry  Mixon  is  pastor. 

NOBTS  trustees  accept 
Ga.  site;  respond  to  SBC 
motions  from  Orlando 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  New  already  was  in  compliance,  and 
Orleans  Seminary  trustees  voted  to  trustees  affirmed  the  motion  as 
accqrt  the  gift  of  an  entire  church  seminary  policy. 
ctHnplex  in  Decatur,  Ga.,  Sept.  13,  Trustees  also  acted  on  a  recom- 
to  house  its  north  Georgia  tbedog-  mendation  from  the  SBC  Execu- 
ical  program.  tive  Committee  concerning  accept- 

Seminary  administrators  told  ing  funds  contributed  to  SBC 
trustees  that  declining  membership  agencies  through  the  Bjq;>tist  mod- 
at  Columbia  Drive  Church  had  erates’  Cooperative  Baptist  Fel- 
made  maintenance  of  the  church’s  lowship. 

sizable  property  difficult  and  the  Johnson,  pastor  of  First 
congregation  was  willing  to  donate  Church,  Ocala,  Fla.,  drafted  a 
the  pre^rty  with  the  u^rstaixl-  statement  of  compliance  and  stat¬ 
ing  they  be  allowed  to  continue  ed,  “We  have  ceased  accepting 
worshiping  there.  funds  from  the  Cooperative  Bap- 

The  seminary’s  north  Georgia  tist  Fellowship.” 
center  has  been  meeting  at  Roswell  Trustees  also  elected  Robert  L. 

Street  Church  in  Roswell  since  Hamblin  of  Tupelo,  as  professor 
1978,  seminary  President  Landrum  of  evangelism  arid  named  HambUn 
Leaven  said.  to  the  new  Max  and  Bonnie  Thom- 

SdKxd  officials  said  the  Colum-  ti^  Chair  of  Evangelism,  the  semi- 
bia  Drive  property  is  debt- free,  nary’s  second  fully  funded  chair  of 
with  estimated  annual  upkera  costs  evangelism, 
to  the  seminary  of  $73,000-  Darryl  K.  Ferrington  was 
$100,()00.  named  assistant  professor  of  music 

In  other  business,  trustees  education,  while  CUude  L.  Hou« 
addressed  a  motion  referred  frmn  Jr.  was  iq)pointed  professor  emeri- 
the  June  1994  Southern  Bwtist  tus  of efaureb  history. 

Convention  in  Orlando  calling  Howe,  origiiudly  from  Senato- 
upon  the  convention’s  seminaries  bia,  retired  at  the  end  of  July;  be 
not  to  use  Cooperative  Program  taught  church  history  at  New 
(CP)  funds  to  educate  students  Orleans  Seminary  from  1959  to 
whose  churches  do  not  contribute  1994. 

through  the  Southern  Baptist  fund-  Trustees  .set  March  14-16.  1995. 
ing  channel.  as  the  dales  for  their  regular  annua) 

Trustee  chaimian  Ed  Johnson  of  meeting  and  Sept  12-1.^.  1095.  as 
Florida  reported  the  seminary  their  next  semiannual  meeting. 

Baptist  Book  Stores  eliminate 
positions  throughout  65  stores 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  To  posi-  18  stores  in  the  chain,  Scott  said, 
tion  the  65-store  chain  of  Bsqrtist  Four  are  eligible  for  retirement. 
Book  Stores  to  “operate  more  effi-  The  remainder  wtU  ieceis«  career 
ciently  in  a  competitive  environ-  tranat^od  aad  OD^IbCMMViliMlir 
ment,”  116  full-  and  part-time  tance' abag  vilh  lemiioer.fiy 
positions  in  the  stores  are  being  based  on  yean  of  itinrioe.  c 
eliminated,  including  80  vacant  “These  changes  are  part  of 
positions,  according  to  Mark  implementation  of  a  new  staffing 
Scott,  director  of  the  Baptist  Sun-  philosophy  made  necessary  by 
day  School  Board’s  retail  division,  today’s  competitive  environment.” 
The  36  affected  people  work  in  Scott  said. 


Where  do  pastors  go  for  help? 

Mendenhall  minister  finds  shepherds  in  unlikely  places 


By  Kerinit  McGregor 


In  this  photo  taken  In  1985.  Milton  Ferguson  (left),  president  of  Mid¬ 
western  Seminary  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  shows  a  new  bronze  medallion  of 
the  seminary  seal  to  then-trustee  chairman  Kermit  McGregor.  McGregor 
at  that  time  served  as  director  of  public  relations  for  the  Baptist  Children’s 
Village. 


A  pastor  always  needs  a  pas¬ 
tor!  In  God’s  wisdom  the 
“shepherding  process” 
begins  long  before  one  becomes 
a  pastor  in  the  professional  sense. 

The  crude  but  sturdy  plank 
pew  on  the  east  side  of  the  pulpit 
in  the  one-room  “worship  center” 
was  most  often  occupied  by  my 
dad  and  me. 

From  this  visionary  post  the 
first  pastor  I  remember  was  J.S. 
Grubbs,  a  man  who  proclaimed 
God’s  truth  with  conviction, 
courage,  and  a  deep  resonate 
voice.  He  consistently  dressed  in 
dark  trousers,  a  long-sleeved 
white  shirt  draped  with  flexible 
armbands,  and  a  conservative  tie. 
A  glass  and  a  pitcher  of  water 
was  usually  placed  on  the  right 
side  of  the  pulpit  for  his  benefit. 

He  began  his  sermons  slowly 
but  as  emotions  and  gestures 
intensified,  an  unexpected 
cowlick  bounced  from  the  back 
of  his  head  capturing  my  atten¬ 
tion  for  the  rest  of  the  service.  He 
was  God’s  messenger  pointing 
me  and  other  sinners  to  the  Sav¬ 
iour  a!>  he  had  done  years  before 
for  my  parents. 

Approximately  10  years 
later  Grubbs  requested  me 
to  direct  the  first  Vacation 
Bible  School  of  his  ministry.  His 
days  on  earth  were  numbered  as 
illness  strapped  him  physiologi¬ 
cally  and  psychologically.  With 
great  difficulty  he  was  able  to 
deliver  the  evangelistic  sermon 
on  Thursday  in  Bible  School  and 
17  teenagers  accepted  Jesus 
Christ  as  Saviour. 

Grubbs  was  so  moved  spiritu¬ 
ally  he  asked  me  to  join  him  for  a 
season  of  prayer  on  Friday.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  prayer  time 
he  encouraged  me  to  believe, 
preach,  and  practice  God’s  Word 
and  to  pursue  academic  quests 
while  maintaining  “doctrinal 
.soundness.” 

The  second  pastor  was  a  hard¬ 
working  bivocational  “drooped 
shouldered”  man  named  Johnny 
M.  McMillan  who  baptized  me 
on  a  Sunday  afternoon  in  a 
muddy  stock  pond.  Imprinted  on 
my  mind  to  this  day  is  the  image 
of  his  worn  Bible,  his  consistent 
prayer  life,  his  emphasis  on  Jesus 
and  his  church. 

It  has  been  more  than  two 
decades  since  I  conducted  his 
memorial  service,  yet  I  can 
almost  see  his  body  swaying  on 
“bended  knees”  and  hear  the  sin¬ 
cere  reverberations  of  “Kind, 
Loving,  Holy,  and  Righteous 
Father,  we  approach  your  throne 
of  grace....’’ 

The  third  pastor,  James  W. 
Henry,  was  an  intelligent,  skill¬ 
ful,  compassionate  teacher  who 
performed  our  wedding,  licensed 
and  ordained  me,  taught  me  how 
to  baptize,  administer  the  Lord’s 
Supper,  introduce  people  to 
Jesus,  and  care  for  hurting  peo¬ 
ple. 

The  fourth  “pastor  figure” 


God  used  to  meet  my  spiritual 
needs  was  Wilfred  C.  Tyler, 
Modena  Lowery  Berry  Professor 
of  Bible,  and  later  president  of 
Blue  Mountain  College. 

He  motivated  me  to  dig  for  the 
nuggets  of  God’s  treasured 
Word,  whetted  my  appetite  for 
the  Greek  New  Testament,  and 
introduced  me  to  denominational 
opportunities  and  responsibili¬ 
ties.  It  was  he  who  took  Phyllis 
and  me  to  our  first  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  and  prepared 
me  for  seminary  orientation. 

I  was  still  a  teenage  pastor 
when  my  first  “church  crisis” 
reared  its  head.  Scared  but  deter¬ 
mined  to  survive,  I  was  led  fortu¬ 
nately  to  J.  William  Harbin,  a 
busy  pastor  of  a  county  seat’s 
First  Church.  He  was  extraordi¬ 
narily  kind,  took  me  to  lunch  in 
his  home,  patiently  listened,  and 
quietly  offered  su^estions  for  a 
solution  to  the  crisis. 

The  next  “pastoral  help” 
came  from  a  layman,  a 
medical  doctor  fiiend.  Glen 
Pearson  heard  I  was  hospitalized 
with  acute  illness  due  to  surgical 
removal  of  a  kidney  stone.  He 
learned  that  I  was  emotionally 
traumatized  because  my  wife  was 
confined  to  the  home  with  our 
two  sick  children. 

On  a  Sunday  morning  Glen, 
led  by  God’s  Spirit,  drove  across 
town  through  the  snow,  spent 
less  than  three  minutes  in  my 
room,  but  verbalized  a  prayer 
that  God  used  to  raise  me  to 
health.  * 

It  was  Easter  Sunday  morning, 
April  1980,  three  days  after  heart 
surgery  when  W.  Douglas  Hud¬ 
gins  burst  through  the  CCU  unit 
door.  “Son  (he  always  addressed 
me  that  way),  they  tell  me  you 
are  depressed.  It’s  Easter!  Jesus 
Christ  is  alive!  You  are  alive! 
You  are  going  to  live  and  preach 
again.” 

He  was  right!  For  almost  14 
additional  years  I  had  no  major 
health  problems. 

To  share  definitively, 
whether  in  verbal  or  writ¬ 
ten  form,  the  greatest 
heartaches  of  my  ministry  would 
embarrass  some,  expose  some, 
endanger  some,  and  exhibit 
unnecessary  wounds  that  have 
long  since  healed  for  me  and  my 
family.  Please  know  that  the 
hurts  have  been  as  real  to  me  as 
“a  pastor”  as  to  any  individual  in 
any  other  vocation. 

It  was  Schuyler  Batson  who 
epitomized  God’s  ideal  “pastor” 
during  one  of  these  lowest  peri¬ 
ods.  When  I  was  serving  in 
denominational  ministries  and 
was  not  scheduled  to  preach  for 
five  years,  I  attended  his  Sunday 
School  class  and  repeatedly  went 
to  prayer  meeting  to  hear  him 
pray  and  teach  with  simplicity 
and  clarity  God’s  Word. 

The  greatest  “pastoral  visit”  of 
my  life  came  through  Schuyler 
one  afternoon  as  Phyllis  and  I 


were  weeping,  totally  devastated, 
because  circumstances  bad  politi¬ 
cally  positioned  us  where  we  had 
requested  aixl  sought  never  to  be. 

We  cried  out  to  God  and  he 
answered  our  pleas  through 
Schuyler.  He  laboriously  made 
bis  way  up  the  incline  to  our 
back  door  with  love,  empathy, 
and  compassion  etched  on  bis 
face. 

Doe  to  his  own  failing  health 
he  was  unable  to  speak  for  a 
time.  His  tears,  however,  were  as 
real  as  ours  ^  be  became  “God’s 
shephertTfor  the  suffering.”  No 
visit  nor  prayer  time  has  ever 
been  more  timely  in  the  39  years 
of  our  “ministerial  assignments.” 
Phyllis  and  I  will  never  forget! 

When  does  a  pastor  heed  a 
pastor?  When  he  sits 
where  be  never  dreamed 
of  sitting  —  in  a  courtroom  fac¬ 
ing  the  pressures  of  a  family 
member’s  custody  suit.  I  proba¬ 
bly  would  not  have  made  it 
through  that  day  had  not  a  dea¬ 
con  friend  slipped  in  unan¬ 
nounced  to  sit  beside  me  as  “a 

fiastor.”  Jimmy  Pittman  is  a 
awyer  but  he  came  as  a  “shep¬ 
herd”  rather  than  an  attorney. 

Only  God  in  heaven  knows 
how  much  Ethan  E.  Moore  has 
meant  to  Phyllis  and  me  during 
days  known  only  to  him  and  my 
family.  He  seems  to  have  a  direct 
line  to  God  to  know  when  to  call, 
write,  and/or  drive  400  miles  to 
pray  with  me.  The  son  of  a  Bap¬ 
tist  minister,  he  has  an  unusual 
love  for  ministers  in  caring  spiri¬ 
tually,  morally,  emotionally,  doc- 
trinally,  and  financially. 

It  was  April  5,  1994,  when  the 
third  “sudden  death”  syndrome 
resulted  in  the  monitor’s  flat  line 
as  physicians  stood  around  my 
bed  and  effected  the  “shock  treat¬ 
ment.” 

I  needed  a  pastor!  God  sent  one 
of  my  best  friends,  J.  Truett 
Gannon,  from  Smoke  Rise 
Church  in  Stone  Mountain,  Ga. 


Truett  and  I  had  become  close 
friends  through  trustee  assign¬ 
ments  at  Midwestern  Seminary  in 
Kansas  City.  After  a  brief  visit 
with  me  in  ICU  at  Emory  Uni¬ 
versity  Hospital,  Atlanta,  he 
shared  compassionately  with  his 
congregation  how  sick  I  was, 
asked  ttem  to  pray,  and  reported 
that  I  said  I  was  in  a  “win,  win 
situaticHi.” 

The  Smoke  Rise  fellowship 
responded  and  God  allowed  me 
to  worship  in  person  with  that 
congregation  in  July. 

Many  of  Truett’s  church 
members  and  every  staff 
member  came  to  see  me 
during  the  weeks  I  spent  at 
Emory  before  and  after  the  heart 
transplant  in  June  and  the 
abdominal  surgery  in  July. 

God  sent  another  pastor  for 
the  pastorless.  Nine  years  after  I 
was  ordained  by  the  Algoma 
Church,  David  Poe  was  sent  to 
serve  by  the  same  church.  This 
year  has  been  30  years  since  I 
last  preached  in  revival  services 
for  turn. 

After  Poe  learned  of  my  heart 
transplant  be  offered  the  use  of 
bis  house  in  Snell ville,  Ga.,  (22 
miles  fi'om  Emory)  for  my  recu¬ 
perative  time. 

God  shows  up  in  unexpect¬ 
ed  ways.  A  Catholic  chap¬ 
lain,  a  Nigerian  national, 
quickly  demonstrated  he  knew 
far  more  than  catechisms  and 
cliches  as  he  interceded  on  my 
behalf.  The  greatest  spiritual 
influence  came  in  the  most 
unorthodox  and  unexpected  man- 
cner. 

Chaplain  Jenane  Israel  is  a 
divorced,  bivocational  female 
United  Methodist  church  pastor. 
When  she  responded  to  God’s 
call  to  service,  she  “adopted”  the 
name  Israel.  She  said  the  history 
of  Israel  so  parallels  aspects  of 
her  own  pilgrimage  she  felt  com¬ 
pelled  to  use  this  as  a  testimony. 
What  a  witness!  I  shall  always 


remember  her  approach  to  the 
Father:  “Good  morning  God....” 

When  one  is  near  death,  con¬ 
fined  to  an  isolated  area  in  a 
strange  hospital  400  miles  from 
home,  one’s  steieotj^d  concept 
of  ministry  fades  (Quickly  as  God 
proves  that  be  still  writes  the 
scripts  for  his  servants. 

Words  of  thanksgiving  must 
be  given  to  G^  because  of  the 
“pastoral  care^  given  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  First  Church,  Menden¬ 
hall.  They  are  the  ones  who  have 
written  us  the  most,  remained 
faithful  in  worship  and  outreach, 
provided  our  salary  and  total 
benefits  for  months  without  com¬ 
plaining,  secured  Tom  Rayburn 
as  our  interim  pastor,  compensat¬ 
ed  him,  and  welcomed  me  home 
and  back  to  the  pulpit  with  great 
encouragement,  rayllis  and  I  will 
never  forget! 

Other  pastors  throughout 
the  state  will  never  forget 
this  congregation’s  exam¬ 
ple  of  how  to  encourage  a  pastor 
who  needs  a  pastor. 

Like  the  writer  of  Hebrews, 
time  would  fail  to  tell  of  George 
Puckett,  L.  Graham  Smith. 
Claude  Smith,  Dwight  Williams. 
Aubrey  Boone,  Clifton  Perkins. 
James  Richardson,  Joel  Haire,  | 
David  Bush,  Ed  McDonald,  Paul 
N.  Nunnery,  Charles  Gentry, 
Brooks  Wester,  Jerry  H.  Smith,  | 
Steve  Smith,  Thad  Moore,  Steve 
Jordan,  Rex  Yancey,  Jim  Futral, 
Bill  Causey,  Oliver  Ladnier,  ' 
James  L.  Travis,  Bill  R.  Baker, 
Glen  and  Juanita  Schilling,  Farris  i 
Smith,  John  Nowlin,  Tom  Ray-  I 

burn,  Milton  Ferguson,  and  < 

scores  like  them  who  have  been  ' 
God’s  “pastors”  to  me  and  mine.  I 
Weldon  Stevens  wrote  that  • 
“the  man  in  the  pew  sometimes 
feels  that  in  the  midst  of  the  dis¬ 
comfort  of  working,  paying  bills, 
raising  children  and  such,  that 
surely  someoiie  must  go  through 
life  and  not  have  to  face  what  I 
do.  He  looks  around  and  decides 
that  the  preacher  is  a  person  with 
no  problems.” 

I  hope  these  comments  will 
remind  us  all  that  “pastors  need 
pastors,  to<^  May  God  lead  me 
to  be  a  paSror  to  you  when  you 
need  one! 

McGregor  is  pastor.  First 
Church,  Mendenhall. 


Chunky  Church,  Newton  Asso¬ 
ciation,  will  mark  its  100th 
anniversary  on  Oct.  16. 

The  celebration  will  begin  at 
10:30  a.m.  All  former  pastors  and 
music  directors  are  etKouraged  to 
atteiKl. 

For  more  information,  call  the 
church  at  (601)  655-82%. 


Chunky  Church 

celebrates 

centennial 


Send  the  Record 

Editor; 

Southwestern  Seminary  has 
students  who  call  Mississippi 
home  and  students  who  leave 
here  to  serve  in  your  state.  As  one 
who  teaches  denominational  poli¬ 
ty  and  administration,  I  would 
like  to  call  on  the  churches  to 
h«4>  us  complete  the  education  of 
your  students. 

It  would  seem  appropriate  for 
each  church  in  Mississippi  that 
sends  its  men  and  women  to 
Southwestern  or  other  seminaries 
to  keep  its  students  informed  by 
providing  these  students  with 
infonnation  about  Baptists.  A  gift 
subscription  to  The  Baptist  Rec¬ 
ord  is  a  small  investment  in  those 
who  will  lead  our  churches  and 
denomination. 

Royce  Ross 

Southwestern  Seminary 

Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Schools  need  prayer 

EditOT: 

Regarding  a  “Capsules”  item 
in  the  Sept.  22  issue  of  The  Bap¬ 
tist  Record: 

Given  the  present  condition  of 
the  public  schools  in  our  nation, 
it  is  an  abomination  that  Barry 
Lynn  (of  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  (Zhurch  and  State) 
has  declared  war  on  the  first  ray 
of  hope  in  30  years.  While  he  is 
correct  in  stating  that  the  public 
schools  are  under  assault,  it  is  not 
the  “religious  right”  who  is  the 


culprit.  Lyim’s  philosof^es  have 
been  followed  ever  since  God 
was  outlawed  to  the  everlasting 
detriment  of  our  precious  young 
people.  Statistics  are  widely 
available  documenting  the  down¬ 
hill  plunge  public  education  has 
taken  under  the  liberal  agenda 
which  now  dominates. 

What  is  this  group  afraid  of: 
that  guns,  drugs,  condoms,  and 
deplorable  academic  standards 
may  get  pushed  aside  for  virtue 
and  excellence? 

Ann  H.  Staley 

Jackson 

Open  eyes  to  children 

Editor 

I  attended  an  area  conference 
for  the  Baptist  CThildien’s  Village. 

It  was  heartbreaking  to  hear 
the  pleas  for  help  for  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  personal  needs  by  Ronnie 
Robinson  and  staff. 

It  diould  not  be  so,  seeing  bow 
God  has  so  abundantly  bfossed 
our  great  state  and  dnirdhes. 

Wake  iq>,  churches  of  Nfissis- 
sippi.  (^)en  your  eyes  and  hearts 
to  our  (Mdren’s  special  needs. 

Today’s  children  are  tomor¬ 
row’s  churches. 

Avis  Rollins 

Amory 

Ciod-oriented  worship 

Editor. 

In  a  news  release  (Baptist 
Record,  Aug.  18)  Ron  Owens  of 
the  Home  Mission  Board 


expressed  concern  that  entertain¬ 
ment  is  being  confused  with  wor¬ 
ship. 

One  authorin  a  national  news 
magazine  noted  current  tensions 
regarding  the  evening  news 
broadcasts  on  television.  The 
news  was  not  adequately  being 
presented  because  entertainment 
dominated  the  broadcasts,  be 
said.  Possibly  very  few  viewers 
are  discerning  enough  to  distin¬ 
guish  entertainment  from  news. 
The  evening  broadcasts  that  take 
the  entertainment  2q>proach  have 
the  largest  vie.wing  audiences. 

Could  it  be  possible  that  a  sim¬ 
ilar  trend  has  occurred  within 
many  churches  for  pragmatic  rea¬ 
sons?  Possil^y  most  people  can¬ 
not  discern  the  difference  between 
worship  and  entertainment  ^xiiere 
preacbmg,  music,  or  activities  are 
concerned?  Obviously,  the 
churches  that  focus  on  entertain¬ 
ment  ^pe  worship  services  are 
attracting  the  largest  crowds. 

We  seem  to  be  so  surprised 
that  non-Christians  behave  like 
non-(rhristians  that  we  have  more 
to  say  about  them  than  we  do 
about  the  Lord.  We  Bnd  more 
acceptance  from  p^ple  when  we 
are  focusing  on  sin  and  sinners 
than  we  do  when  exhorting 
Christians  to  be  Christlike  in 
their  thinking  and  behavior.  We 
do  not  get  applause  when  we 
engage  people  in  worship  that 
leads  to  sfriritual  change. 

Owens  was  quoted  as  saying, 
“Worship  can  never  be  seeker- 
friendly.^’  Jesus  said  that  people 


If  we  live  by  the  Spirit,  let  us  also  walk 
by  the  Spirit. 

Galatians  5:25,  NAS 

1995  WINTER  BIBLE  STUDY 
GALATIANS:  Saved  by  Grace 

•Begin  planning  your  '95  Winter  Bible  Study  now. 

•This  is  a  personal  invitation  to  Bible  Study. 

•loin  us  for  an  exciting  look  at  God's  Word  for  us  today. 

DATE:  October  10,  Blue  Mountain  College 

Paschal  Student  Center  _ 

October  11,  Delta  State  University 
Baptist  Student  Center 
October  12,  Mississippi  College 

B.C.  Rogers  Student  Center 
October  13,  William  Carey  College 
Thomas  Business  Building 

TIME:  9:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m.  ,  ^  „ 

TEACHER:  James  Earl  Harvey,  BSSB,  Nashville 
COST:  None 

LUNCH:  Complimentary  of  respective  host  school  and  MBCB 

Sunday  School  Department 

NO  RESERVATION  REQUIRED 

For  more  information,  contact  Larry  Salter,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  Sunday  School 
Department,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205;  phone  (800)  748-1651  or  (601)  968-3800. 


TIME: 

TEACHER: 

COST: 

LUNCH: 


James  Earl  Harvey 


who  do  evil  do  not  come  to  the 
light  because  they  do  not  want  to 
be  exposed.  So  when  people  arc 
coming  to  our  worship  services 
and  really  enjoying  themselves 
—  the  music  excites  them,  they 
like  what  they  are  hearing  in  the 
sermons,  and  the  preacher  keeps 
them  lau^ng  —  we  need  to  do 
some  critical  examination  of 
what’s  happening.  The  options 
are  not  whether  to  have  a  boring 
worship  service  or  to  have  a  live¬ 


ly  worship  service.  I  believe  that 
when  God’s  people  are  in  reality 
worshiping  him,  there  is  no  way 
they  can  be  bored. 

T  think  Owens  is  challenging 
us  to  consider  if  we  have  made 
worship  compatible  to  our  gener¬ 
ation,  and  if  we  need  rather  to 
provide  worship  diat  is  more  ori¬ 
ented  to  what  pleases  God  than 
man. 

George  F.  Lee 

Columbia 


Executive  Committee 
abortion  stance  gets 
Annuity  Board  reps’  OK 


By  Art  Toabton 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The 
president  and  trustee  chairman  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Annuity  Board  promised  coopera¬ 
tive  efforts  on  the  issue  of  abor¬ 
tion  to  members  of  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee  during  the 
first  session  of  the  committee’s 
SqM.  19-20  meeting  in  Nashville. 

The  commitments  were  voiced 
prior  to  unanimous  Executive 
Committee  iq^roval  of  a  motion 
requesting  An^ty  Board  trustees 
to  add  abortion  providers  and 
companies  making  contributions 
to  a^rtion  providers  to  the  list  of 
investments  prohibited  under 
board  policy.  Currently  Annuity 
Board  policy  prohibits  invest- 

Rawlings,  68, 
dies  Sept.  19 

James  C.  Rawlings,  68,  died  of 
cancer  Sept.  19  in  Meridian. 

Funeral  services  were  held  Sept. 
21  at  Barham  Funeral  Home  with 
burial  in  Meridian  Memorial  Park. 

Rawlings  bad  served  as  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Lauderdale;  Lib¬ 
erty  (Thurch,  DeKalb;  and  as  assis¬ 
tant  pastor  of  C^vary  Clurch. 

He  had  previously  retired  from 
the  Meridian  Police  Department 
after  21  years. 

-  “My  dad  was  in  the  police 
dq>artmefit  for  several  years  when 
he  felt  the  call  to  be  a  minister,” 
said  Rawlings’  son  Tommy  of 
Jackson.  “He  studied  for  the  min¬ 
istry  at  Clarke  College  in  New¬ 
ton....  He  did  that  at  night,  and 
commuted.” 

Rawlings  also  started  a  mission 
in  Lauderdale,  a  small  community 
north  of  Meridian. 

In  addition  to  his  son  Tommy, 
Rawlings  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Sarah;  son  David  of  Saipan,  Mari¬ 
ana  Islands;  three  sisteis;  and  one 
grandson. 


ments  in  the  liquor,  tobacco, 
gambling,  and  pornography 
industries.  Atop  the  list  of  pro-lif¬ 
ers’  concerns  are  companies  con¬ 
tributing  to  Planned  Parenthood. 

The  Executive  Committee 
action  marked  the  fourth  time  in  a 
year  it  has  discussed  the  question 
of  Annuity  Board  investment  pol¬ 
icy  regarding  abortion-related 
stocks. 

Annuity  BottRT  President  Paul 
Powell  told  Executive  Committee 
members  Sq>t.  19,  “You’ve  asked 
us  to  study  it,  to  consider  it,  and 
that’s  what  we’re  willing  to  do.” 
But,  be  noted,  the  Executive 
(Committee  recommendation  will 
become  board  policy  only  if 
Annuity  Board  trustees  adopt  it. 

Otherwise,  trustee  chairman 
Richard  Scott  said,  the  Annuity 
Board  has  not  found  a  mutual 
fund  that  “does  the  same  screen¬ 
ing  that  we  as  Southern  Baptists 
would  like  to  see.”  Scott  is  dean 
of  Baylor  University’s  business 
school  in  Waco.  Texas,  and  has 
been  chairman  of  the  Annuity 
Board  trustee  investment  commit¬ 
tee  the  last  several  years. 

And  a  board  survey  of  2,000 
participants  in  its  aiuiuity  plans 
found  only  20  willing  to  put  all 
their  money  in  a  new,  perhaps 
lower-yielding  fund  and  only 
about  100  to  put  some  of  their 
money  in,  Scott  said.  Such  num¬ 
bers  do  not  justify  the  $2-3  mil¬ 
lion  needed  to  create  the  fund  and 
would  not  provide  the  $8-10  mil¬ 
lion  needed  in  initial  investments, 
be  said. 

No  matter  what  investment 
fund  is  utilized,  Scott  noted,  the 
biggest  supporter  of  abortion  — 
the  U.S.  government  —  will  not 
be  affected.  “You  really  can’t  be 
in  the  investment  business,”  he 
said,  “without  holding  govern¬ 
ment  securities.” 

Toalston  writes  for  Baptist 
Press. 


Churches  adopt  Expanded  Annuity  Plan 

The  following  churches  have  adopted  the  Eimanded  Armuity  Plan 
since  those  reported  in  the  Sept  8  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record:  Lee: 
Monument  Drive;  and  Walthall:  New  21ion. 


t 


Daniel  Vestal,  pastor  of  Tal- 
lowood  Church,  Houston,  Texas, 
will  be  keynote  speaker  for  the 

■  annual  meeting 
of  the  Nfississip- 
pi  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellow¬ 
ship  (CBF).  The 
meeting  will  be 
held  Oct.  8  at 
First  Church, 
Leland.  The  son 
of  a  Southern 
Baptist  evange¬ 
list,  Vestal  was 
the  first  moderator  for  the  CBF. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Vestal 


Seventy-two  children  from  Highland  Church,  Laurel,  traveled  to  Roo-  theme  was  “Knowing  God  through  His  Creation,  Word,  and  Son.”  Guest 
sevelt  State  Park  near  Morton  in  July  to  attend  Children’s  Camp.  Ken  speakers  were  visiting  missionaries  to  Ethiopia.  Mike  and  Andrea  Bryant. 

Regan,  associate  pastor  of  education,  outreach,  and  children’s  ministries.  According  to  Regan,  1 1  professions  of  feith  were  made  at  the  3-day 

organized  the  camp  and  accompanied  the  children.  The  annual  event  camp.  Dennis  Sewell  is  pastor, 
includes  Bible  study,  praise,  devotionals,  sports,  and  crafts.  This  year’s 


Magee’s  Creek  Church, 
Jayess,  will  observe  high  atten¬ 
dance  day  Oct.  2,  beginning  with 
Sunday  School  at  10  a.m.  The  6 
p.m.  service  will  feature  singing  by 
^Obadiah,”  and  an  appreciation 
dinner  for  all  church  workers  will 
follow  al  7.  Max  Parris  is  pastor. 

The  Baptist  Student  Union  of 
Pearl  River  Community  College, 

Popinrville,  will  host  a  gospel  con¬ 
cert  Oct.  1, 2-4  p.m.,  on  the  lawn  of 
the  Baptist  Stu^nt  Center.  A  love 
offering  will  be  taken  to  help  retire 
the  debt  on  the  BSU’s  new  build¬ 
ing.  Featured  singers  will  be 
“Revived,”  the  “Gospeltones,”  and 
Michael  Ball.  Barbecue  chicken 
dinners  will  be  available  for  $6.  For 
more  information  or  diruier  reserva¬ 
tions,  call  the  BSU  at  (601)  795- 
8581. 


“The  Melody  Makers”  of  Maybank  Church,  Hattiesburg,  has  almost 
doubled  its  membership  in  the  last  nine  months.  Under  the  direction  of 
June  Lee,  the  choir  has  performed  at  revivals,  senior  adult  meetings,  and 
associational  meetings.  Members,  pictured  left  to  right,  are;  first  row, 
Justin  ^  member’s  great  grandson),  Annie  Smith,  Elsie  Smith,  Doris 
Mixon,  Bertie  Mae  Keys,  Co^  Pav,  Martha  Kittrell;  second  row,  Edna  Bul¬ 
lock,  E  aine  Clinton,  Nell  Aultman,  Earline  Watts;  third  row.  Beulah 
Broome,  Joe  Warden,  Norma  Jean  Clinton,  Jean  Richards,  Ida  Warden, 
Juanita  McAlister;  fourth  row,  Ray  Bullock,  Paul  Clinton,  Walter  Watts, 
Robert  Smith,  Bobby  Lee,  Jimmy  Purvis,  Bill  Kittrell,  George  Aultman 
(pastor][j  and  Malcolm  Mixon.  Not  pictured  are  Bonnie  Williamson,  Elsie 
Mayes,  Johnnie  Tebo,  Mike  Jones,  James  Grimsiey,  Barbara  Grimsiey, 
Judy  Corley,  and  June  Lee. 


The  Alaska  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  seeks  a  new  executive  director. 
Suggested  nominatioas  or  inquiries 
^ould  be  mailed  prior  to  Nov.  1  to: 
Tim  Clark,  Search  Committee 
Chairman,  First  Baptist  Church. 
P.O.  Box  2689.  Palmer.  AK  99645. 


First  Church,  Byhalia,  recently 

Calvary  Church,  Belmont,  recently  hetd^||Dteb^ing  ceremony  to  hosted  a  joint  worship  service  with 
celebrate  the  retirement  of  debt  on  its  educationn||jj|^fellowship  building,  members  of  its  newly-created  ^an- 
Participating  in  the  ceremony  were  (top  ptjOto^fflP^  right:  Dickey  Tur-  ish  ministiy  and  First  Hi^anic  Bap- 
vaville,  Beulah  Stephens,  Leonard  OsborMt^nK  F^rrish,  Greg  Pharr,  tist  Church  of  Memphis.  Byhalia 
Mark  Howard  (former  pastor),  and  Tommy  Purvis  current  pastor).  A  pastor  Glenn  Bien  and  Memphis 
team  of  volunteers  from  Cah^ry  (above)  conducted  minion  Bible  Schools  pastor  Jose  Zepeda  planned  the  fel- 
in  the  Southeast  Indiana  Baptist  Association  in  August.  They  worked  with  lowsh^  service.  The  Byhalia  Span- 
children  in  new  work  areas  under  Bob  Bailey,  director  of  missions.  Team  ish  ministry  meets  each  Sunday, 
members  (left  to  right)  are:  Pam  Swader,  Tommy  Purvis,  Ben  Pharr,  Cati-  beginning  at  9:30  a.m.,  under  the 
na  Morris,  Erin  Watson,  Kresta  Cain,  Carla  Purvis,  Brandon  Pharr.  Debbie  guidance  of  William  Reinhardt  of 
Pharr,  Lydia  Purvis,  and  Carrie  Morris.  Not  pictured  is  Dorian  Purvis.  San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico. 

Parkway  Church,  Clinton,  will 
host  a  concert  by  One  Voice  at  6 
p.m.  in  Nelson  Hall  on  the  MC 
campus  Oct.  2.  One  Voice,  an  audi¬ 
tioned  ensemble  sponsored  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board’s  C^ich  Music  Department, 
is  directed  by  Graham  Smith.  Ken 
ArxlersoD  is  pastor.  Parkway. 


RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract 
advertising,  include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count. 
No  bind  ads. 


Mt.  Pleasant  Church,  Gloster,  recently  honored  its  Acteens  with  a 
recognition  service  under  the  theme  “Promises.”  Those  honored  are  pic¬ 
tured,  left  to  right:  front  row,  Dana  Huff,  queen;  Tina  Whittington,  queen 
with  scepter;  Hannah  Forman,  queen  with  scepter;  and  Becky  Floyd, 
queen.  Assisting  with  the  presentation  were  Acteens  Valeria  Clayton,  Kristi 
Huff,  April  Ravencraft,  Jessica  Longmire,  and  Lacey  Huff.  Leaders  are 
Mary  Whittington  and  Sue  Whittington.  Keith  Zachary  is  pastor. 


BAPnSTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR,  ing,  assignment.  For  more  infor- 
Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too  mation,  costs,  call  Dr.  Harry 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service.  Fowler,  Youth  on  Mission.  Box 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub  2095,  Rocky  Mount,  NC  27802 
Repair.  118  S.  McCrary  Rd..  (919)985-4499. 

Columbus,  MS  39702;  1-800-349- 

2882.  ORGAN,  TWIN  KEYBOARD,  full 

size  cabinet,  bench.  Excellent 
OZARK  MOUNTAIN  CHRIST-  condition.  Individual,  small 
MAS.  Now.  16-19.  4  days/3  nights  church.  Mrs.  Houser  4942  Brook- 
in  Branson:  SHOJI,  Roy  Clark,  wood  Place.  Jackson.  MS  39212. 
DINO  Shows,  luxury  lodging, 

motor  coach.  Holiday  Magic  at  Sil-  GRAND  PIANO,  WALNUT  finish, 
ver  Dollar  City,  spectacular  light  6  ft.,  excellent  condition.  Hyundai, 
displays.  $31 5  per  person.  Happy  (601)783-2422. 

Trails  Tours  (601 )  372-1 348. 

WOODLAND  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
YOUTH  GROUPS  NEEDED  in  Columbus,  Miss.,  seeks  Minister 
Atlanta.  Orlando,  Philadelphia,  of  Music/Youth.  K  interested,  con- 
BaWmore.  Boston,  Toronto,  Buf-  tact:  Woodland  Baptist  Church, 
falo  for  1995  summer  mission  3033  Ridge  Road,  Columbus,  MS 
projects.  We  provide  meals,  lodg-  39701 ;  call  (601)  327-6689/7432. 


Announces  three  new  tours  for  19941 


Oatlinburg  Fall  Foliage 
Oct  11-13  $269 
Branaon  at  Chriatmaa 
Nov  10-13  $349 
Galtinburg  at  Chriatmaa 
Nov  18-20  $254 


Also  booking  1995  Bahamaa  and 
Alaakan  cruises'! 

No  liquor  or  casirH}s 
Christian  entertainment 
For  informalioir,  reservations,  si>d 
brochures,  contact  Becky  or  Marie  at 
Christian  Tours,  Inc.  1-eOO-50S-86»7 


The  children’s  choir  of  Evansville  Church,  Coldwater,  recently  depict¬ 
ed  the  story  of  Josiah  in  a  presentation  called  ”Good  Things  Come  in 
Small  Packages.”  The  choir  is  directed  by  James  Hugh  Powell.  Pianist  is 
Sharon  Spears. 


Reality  of  Cuban  life  impacts  youths 


Tttfee  BiqMist  youths  from  the  Matunao,  Cuba.  Youdi  from  across  goods  like  medicine,  food,  and 
United  States  spent  two  weeks  in  Latin  America  paitic4>ated  in  the  Bibles. 

^ba  in  August  taking  part  in  a  gathering  with  devotions,  Bible  Travel  between  the  two  coun- 

coofraenoe  for  Baptist  Menooo-  studies,  sermons,  lectures,  and  tries  has  been  restricted.  The  embar- 
ite  young  peo(de.  They  st^  it  is  an  sightseeing.  go  has  been  condemned  by  such 

e}q)eiience  that  haunts  them.  Sdiested  said  for  her,  the  impact  bodies  as  the  United  Nations,  the 

‘'The  level  poverty  astounded  of  her  trip  was  still  sinking  in.  “I  Organization  of  American  States, 
me.  I’ve  never  seen  poverty  like  can  leave  Cuba,  but  the  per^le  I  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  the 
diat  before,”  sand  Cointney  Walsh,  visited  with  have  to  stay  there.  National  Council  of  Churches,  the 
18,  who  h^  viewed  the  ravages  of  struggling  to  fmd  food  every  day.  American  Baptist  Churches,  the 
poverty  in  her  hometown  of  Mem-  How  do  they  wake  up  each  day  and  Progressive  Natirxial  Baptist  Con- 
phis,  and  on  a  trip  to  the  former  go  about  th^  lives  knowing  they  vention,  and  the  Baptist  World 
Soviet  Unioa  might  not  eat  diat  day?”  '  Alhaoce. 

Jessica  Sehested,  also  18  and  “While  I  learned  to  value  things  Yow  said  the  greatest  lesson  she 

from  Memphis,  reported  that  in  in  my  country,  I  was  often  fiU^  has  learned  is  die  link  between  poli- 
Matanzas,  the  local  zoo  had  to  be  with  rage  because  the  U.S.  govern-  tics  and  actuality.  “When  I  first 
closed  after  the  people  were  forced  meid  has  foe  power  to  hdp  —  or  at  went  to  ^ba,  I  knew  about  the 

to  eat  the  animals  to  survive.  the  very  least  to  stop  hurting  —  embargo,  but  I  really  wasn’t  crm- 

The  three  students  —  Walsh,  these  people,”  said  Walsh.  “Our  cerned  with  it.  I  was  more  con- 
Sehested,  and  Leigh  Anne  Yow.  Z2,  economic  embargo  has  strangled  cerned  with  what  it’s  like  to  be  a 
of  Raleigh,  N.C  —  were  ^wosored  the  people  of  Cuba....  The  Cubvis  Christian  in  Cuba.  When  1  got  there 
by  the  Baptist  Peace  Fellou^hqi  of  with  whom  I  ^>oke,  particularly  the  and  saw  the  iriqnct  pditics  made,  it 
North  America  to  attend  the  confer-  Cuban  Baptists,  had  (Ufficulty  made  me  realize  forth  is  iriqiottatt, 
ence  co-hosted  by  the  Martin  understanding  why  we  in  this  coun-  but  so  is  (the  political  situation) 
Luther  King  Jr.  Memorial  Certter  tty  would  want  to  inflict  suffering  because  politics  afreets  peoples’ 
and  Ebenezer  Bi^tist  Chunfo  in  on  them  sini|dy  to  make  a  pcditical  lives.” 

poirx.”  Walsh  noticed  differences 

Since  1961,  the  U.S.  has  between  being  a  Christian  in  the 
enforced  an  economic  embargo  U.S.  and  being  a  Christian  in  Odra, 
against  Cuba,  prohibiting  the  sale  of  “What  does  it  mean  to  be  a 
merchandise,  industrial  goods,  and  Christian  in  the  U.S.?  Going  to 
gasoline  as  well  as  humanitarian  church  every  Sunday  and  giving 

10%  of  your  income  once  a  month 

New  Hope,  Gulf  ? 

M-u.  School  or  working  in  a  soup 
PnnQf  kitchen?”  Walsh  questioned. 

V-/03-SI/J  nUl/Co  OV/  “And  what  does  It  mean  to  be  a 

Christian  in  Cuba?  It  means  that 
New  Hope  Church,  Gulfport,  ygQ  share  with  your  neighbm'  your 
will  mark  its  SOth  anniversary  on  single  candle  when  a  petroleum 
Sunday,  OcL  2.  shortage  makes  the  electricity  go 

Sunday  School  will  begin  at  It  m>»ang  giving  your  shoes  to 
9:30;  wtxsl^  service  at  10:30;  and  hjc  ghi  doev  because  her 
a  covered  dish  lunch  in  foe  fellow-  fjggt  31c  coveted  with  cots  anrf  cal- 
ship  hall  at  noon.  An  afternoon  hues.  A  rhrintian  in  Cuba  spends 
sing  will  follow  the  luncheon,  half  of  his  $2  per  month  income  to 
There  will  be  no  night  service.  boy  cough  medicine  for  foe  elderty 
Glenn  Mmgan  9f  Arkamu  will  woitum  in  Us  cfaurdi.” 
be  spmkbi  ftJT  the  day.  ^Kfilliam  __  RuAt  Peace  Fdhrwdii^  of 
Lynn  Chrqitus  is  pastor.  North  Aaaerica  staff  report 


homecoming;  Sunday  School.  10 
a.m.;  worsfop,  11;  lunch  in  fel¬ 
lowship  hall,  noon;  Carlton  Jones, 
Madden,  guest  speaker;  revival 
through  Oct.  12;  7  nightly;  Larry 
Duncan,  evangelist;  Duncan  Sis¬ 
ters,  music;  Bobby  Barfoot,  pas¬ 
tor. 

McAdams  (Attala):  Oct.  9-12; 
Sunday,  homecoming;  10  a.m. 
Sunday  School;  worship,  II: 
revival  begins  6 jp.m.;  Mon. -Wed., 
10  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Thomas 
Kiught,  Kosciusko,  evangelist; 
Jimmy  Sledge,  Kosciusko,  music; 
Jimmy  Ketdeman,  pastor. 


Siloam,  West  Point:  Oct.  9, 
homecoming;  11  a.m.  service; 
covered  dish  lunch,  noon;  Walter 
Frederick,  West  Point,  guest 
speaker,  revival  through  Oct.  12; 
Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  J.B.  Miller,  Brentwood, 
Tenn.,  evangelist;  Eugene  May, 
music;  David  Bish^,  pastor. 

Parkhill,  Jackson:  Oct.  2-S; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish 
lunch  in  fellowsh^  hall;  7  night¬ 
ly;  Jim  Chance,  music;  Tim  Roat- 
en,  pastor,  preatfoing. 

New  Hope  (Leake):  Oct.  9, 


Spring  Hill,  Waterford:  Oct  Mt  Pisgah,  Enid:  Oct  9;  Sun- 
9;  Sunday  School  10  a.m.;  dinner  day  School,  10  ajn.;  worship,  11; 
in  fdlowship  hdl,  noon;  atemoon  dinner  in  fellowship  hall;  music, 
sing,  1  p.m.;  no  night  service;  1:15  p.m.;  Ken  Pegram,  guest 
Glory  Bound  quartet.  Holly  speaker,  Raymond  Jeffcoat,  pas- 
Springs,  music;  Paul  Middleton,  tor. 
pastor,  q>eaker. 

Weathersby,  Mendenhall: 

Mclvor  (Panola):  Oa.  2;  Sun-  Oct.  2;  Sunday  Sdhool,  10  a.m.; 
day  Sdiool,  10  ajn.;  worship,  11;  worship,  11;  lunch,  noon;  after¬ 
pot  luck  lunch,  noon;  afternoon  noon  sing;  R.A.  TuUos,  retired 
service  with  the  Praisemen  DOM,  guest  speaker;  Foy 
singers,  1:30;  Robert  Smith  Jr.,  Killingsworth,  pastor, 
interim  pastor. 


Riverside,  Money, 
celebrates  75th 


Riverside  Church,  Money,  will 
celebrate  its  7Sfo  anniversary  on 
Oct  9. 

On  Saturday,  Oa.  8,  foe  church 
will  hold  a  7  p.m.  supper  in  its 
annex. 

On  Sunday  the  9th,  activites 
begin  with  Sunday  School  at  9:45 
a.m.,  followed  by  w<nsbq>  at  11;  a 
noon  lunch;  a  concert  at  2  p.m. 
with  Ronnie  Cheeck,  Sybil  Had- 
doo,  Evelyn  Hollis,  Amy  and  Gail 
Minga,  Tonie  Storey,  and  Gina 
Ttirner. 

A  volleyball  game  at  3:30  will 
conclude  the  homecoming  celd)ra- 
tion. 

Preston  Kelly  is  pastm. 


Menmries  of  my  abortion  a  I  am  envious  of  people  who 
few  years  ago  still  haunt  me.  ..^punv  God’s  will  widtout  a  doubt. 
Where  did  my  baby  go?  Does  he  hpray  and  read  my  Bible  every 
hate  me?  Does  God  hate  me?  Fve  day,  but  I  struggle.  There  has  to 
asked  for  forgiveness,  but  I  still  be  an  easier  way! 
have  nighonares. 

I  believe  all  Christiaiu  strug- 
Your  feelings  and  questions  gle  to  know  God’s  will.  The 
are  very  common  among  women  more  we  try  to  do  God’s  wiU,  the 
who  have  had  an  alxMlion.  T^  greater  the  stnig^.  Jamn  1:2-3 
answers  are  in  God’s  hands,  bat  it  says,  “Consider  h  pure  joy,  my 
is  obvious  that  you  are  grieving  brothers,  whenever  you  face  tri- 
the  loss  of  your  child  and  the  als  of  many  kinds,  because  you 
Bible  encourages  us  to  grieve  as  know  that  the  testing  of  your  i 
those  who  have  hope  (1  Thess.  faith  develops  perseverance” 
4:131  Remember  that  I  John  1:9  (NIV).  Paul  tells  us.in  Phil4)pi- 
also  qiplies  to  you:  “If  we  con-  ans  2  J2,  “...  Continne  to  work 
fess  our  sins,  he  is  faithful  and  out  your  faith  with  fisar  and  trem-  , 
just  and  will  forgive  us  our  sins  bling”  (NTV).  In  thesepassages,  , 
and  purify  ns  fi^  all  unright-  we  see  that  knowing  God’s  will  j 
eousness”  (NIV).  The  nigfatinares  and  <knng  right  is  something  for 
are  a  continuation  of  your  grief  which  we  must  work  and  petse- 

vere.  It  may  impear  that  others  ' 
know  God’s  will  without  a  doubt,  ' 


HERE’S  HOPE.  SHARE  JESUS  NOW 
KICK'OFF  EVENT 

In  the  churches  of  Mississippi 


WITNESS  COMMITMENT  DAY 
SUNDAY,  OCTOBER  9,  1994 

Individuals  in  the  churches  conrvnlttlng  to  bear  a  verbal  witness  to  iost 

persons  for  60  consecutive  days. 

JANUARY  9-MARCH  9,  1995 

“Pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  He 

labourers  Into  His  harvest.” 

V  V  Matthew  9:38 


good  devotional  book  before 
going  to  bed.  When  you  have  a  but  this  is  not  true  for.  everyone, 
nightmare,  wake  up  and  just  Some  people  struggle  in  pnvate, 
begin  praying.  Join  a  support  but  all  of  us  are  called  upon  tc 
groop  where  you  can  tidk  to  ofo-  work  at  our  salvation  —  to  seek 
ea  hmting  Kira  you  (cootaa  a  cti-  ask,  and  knock.  Sometimes  Got 
sis  pregnancy  center  to  find  such  does  not  answer  as  quickly  as  w< 
a  gro(q>).  Finally,  fet  me  encour-  like,SuKl  therefore  it  seems  w< 
age  you  to  get  involved  in  the  have  to  work  hard  to  kirow  hii 
pro-Ufe  movement.  By  helping  will.  Don’t  give  up.  Keep  youi 
other  women  straggling  wim  an  eyes  on  Jesus  and  you  will  comi 
ifoottioo  dedsioo  and  praying  for  to  the  end  of  your  race  with  foi 
foem,  you  can  give  of  yourself  to  answers  for  which  you  an 
help  ofoers.  Read  Luke  6:38.  searching. 


For  information  regarding  “Here’s  Hope"  contact: 


Evangelism  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
P.O.  Box  530 

Jackson,  Mississippi  39205-0530 
Telephone:  1-800-748-1651 


EEOC  pulls  harassment  guidelines,  eases  religion  struggle 


WASHINGTON  (B|>)  —  The 
Equal  Emplo^cnt  Oroottanity 
Commission  m  wiifadnwn  pro¬ 
posed  guidelines  on  workplace 
harassment  in  le^Kxise  to  congres¬ 
sional  orders  and  wideqxead  pub¬ 
lic  pnxest  of  their  potential  impact 
on  religious  expression. 

When  the  commissioners 
recently  voted  3-0  to  poll  the 
guidelines,  it  ended  for  the  time 
being  a  controvenial  battle  which 
began  with  their  proposal  in  Octo¬ 
ber  1993.  When  concerns  were 
raised  about  their  effect  on  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  on  the  job,  the 
EEOC  received  more  than 
100,000  comments  in  four 
months’  time,  the  largest  volume 
in  the  agency’s  history. 

In  August,  Congress  passed 
legislation  directing  the  EEOC  to 
remove  religion  as  a  category 
from  the  guidelines.  The  commis¬ 
sion’s  response  was  to  withdraw 
the  entire  guidelines. 

The  public  protest  and  over¬ 
whelming  Senate  opposition 


“heated  the  EEOC  to  decide  thtt 
these  one-sue-fits-aU  harassment 
gnidelhies  were  not  a  very  good 
idea — at  least  not  ri^  now,  just 
before  election  time,”  said 
Nfidiael  Wbitriiead,  geaei^  coun¬ 
sel  of  the  Christian  life  Commis¬ 
sion  (CLC). 

"But  tfanc’s  always  next  year. 
The  EEOC  will  be  ba^  no  doubt, 
with  new  proposed  guidelines. 
Our  view  is  tiM  'Htie  Vn  (of  the 
1964  Civil  Rights  Act)  already 
protects  en^oyees  from  refigioas 
discrimination  in  the  workplace, 
and  we  would  rather  not  invite  the 
EEOC  to  enumerate  what  reUgioos 
roeech  is  accqrtable  or  unaccept- 
2U>le  to  Caesar.  Religious  libe^ 
watchdogs  must  keep  barking  that 
we  won’t  accept  Caesar’s  muzzle 
in  the  workplace,”  Whitehead 
said. 

Sen.  Howell  Heflin,  D.-Ala., 
who  led  congressional  (^ositimi 
to  religion’s  inclusion  in  the  rules, 
also  welcomed  the  EEOC  deci- 
sioa 


Just  for  the  Record 


LAS  CRUCES,  N.M.  (BP)  — 
C.  Eugene  Whitlow,  82,  editor 
emeritus  of  the  Baptist  New 
Mexican,  died  Sept.  18  at 
Memorial  Medical  Center  in  Las 
Cruces.  He  was  editor  of  the 
Baptist  New  Mexican  from 
1967-81.  Whitlow  is  survived  by 
his  wife;  a  son,  Eugene;  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Ceci  Ingram  of  Trumbull, 
Conn.:  u  granddaughter  and  a 
gratxlson. 

Calvary  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto,  will  hold  a  dedication  ser¬ 
vice  for  its  new  building  on  Oct. 
2  at  10:45  a.m.  A  special  building 
fund  offering  will  be  taken  during 
the  morning  worship  service. 
From  2-4  p.m.,  there  will  be  an 


open  house  and  reception.  Giury 
Sloan  is  pastor. 

The  Mississippi  College 
Department  of  Music  will  pre¬ 
sent  two  of  its  faculty  members  in 
a  feee  recital  Oct.  6  at  8:15  p.m. 
in  Aven  Auditorium.  Nell  Adams 
will  sing  a  selection  of  Broadway 
shows  tunes,  accompanied  by 
James  Sclater  on  piano. 

The  Laurel  Life  Chain  will 
be  observed  Sunday,  Oct.  2  from 
2:30-3:30  p.m.  on  Highway  15 
North,  in  concert  with  Life  (Thain 
events  across  the  state  of  Missis¬ 
sippi.  For  more  information  about 
the  event  in  Laurel,  call  (601) 
425-3838. 


Baptist  Women/Young 
Women  head  to  Oxford 


The  1994  Baptist  Woroen/Biq>- 
tist  Young  Women  Retreat  wiU  be 
held  Oct.  7-8  at  Camp- Lake 
Stephens  near  Oxford.  Theme  for 
the  retreat  is  “A  Titne  to  Grow.” 

Nan  Sugg,  missioni^  to  Tai¬ 
wan;  Kay  Brown,  missionary 
nurse  in  Colombia;  and  Judy 
Edwards,  former  home  missionary 
to  the  Navajo  Indians  will  be  on 
hand  to  share  their  reqpet^ve  mis¬ 
sion  field  experiences  with  atten¬ 
dants. 

Friday  evening,  there  will  be 
specialty  conferences,  testimonies, 
and  music  led  by  Deborah  Sanders 
and  Melissa  Alexarxler  of  Oxford, 
Martha  Kate  Phillips  of  Calhoun 
City,  and  Donna  Brown  of  Big 
Creek. 

Cost  for  the  retreat  is  $25  per 
person.  Registration  will  begin  at 
4  p.m.  on  Oct.  7.  The  retreat  will 
co^ude  after  lunch  on  Oct  8. 

Deadline  for  reservations  is 
Oct.  3.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Ashley  McCaleb  at  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  of  the 


Mississippi 
(800)  748- 
3800. 
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tist  Convention, 
or  (601)  968- 


By  Tom  Strode 

"The  EEOC’s  move  indicates 
that,  once  and  for  all,  tiiese  gu^ 
lines  will  ‘rest  in  peace.’”  Heflhi 
said  in  a  prepared  statement.  ”I 
credit  the  American  people  for 
seeing  the  mmortance  of  tins  issue 
and  responding  with  a  record- 
breaking  number  of  comments  to 
the  EEOC” 

The  CLC  and  other  organiza¬ 
tions  charged  the  inclusion  of  reli¬ 
gion  in  the  {xoposed  rules  would 
result  in  a  b^  on  religioos  oques- 
sion  on  die  job,  largely  because  of 


esf^owen’  fear  of  lawsuits.  The 
guideunes.  which  also  covered 
race,  color,  gender,  national  ori¬ 
gin,  age,  and  disability,  ooidd  have 
resulted  in  harassment  charges 
against  employees  or  emfdoyers 
for  witnesiuig  to  fellow  wodeers 
or  subofdinrees,  or  for  di^layiim 
tdigioos  art  or  lileratore,  the  CLC 
and  others  warned. 

Messengers  to  the  atmual  June 
SBC  meetirtg  in  Oriando  approved 
a  resolution  requesting  removal  of 
religion  firom  the  gmdelines  and 


separate  hwaOing  of  rules  on  reli¬ 
gioos  disciiminalioa 

Oroi^  such  as  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Affeirs,  the  Naikmal  Council  of 
Chordies.  and  Americans  United 
for  SoMration  of  Church  and  State 
called  for  reteiMion  of  religion  in 
the  guidelines  but  said  revisions 
should  be  made  by  the  EEOC  to 
protect  religioos  expression. 

Strode  fe  director  of  media  & 
news  inforauition,  Washington 
office,  CLC. 


HEALTHCARING 


Drivers  Flat 
celebrates 
125  years 

Drivers  Flat  Church,  Water 
Valley,  will  celebrate  its  125th 
anniversary  Oct.  9. 

There  will  be  no  Sunday 
School.  Worship  service  will  begin 
at  10  a.m.  Roy  Wilson  wiU  be  the 
guest  speaker.  A  covered  dish 
lunch  will  be  served  at  noort  Fol¬ 
lowing  hmeh,  former  members  and 
pastors  will  be  asked  to  share 
memories  of  their  time  with  the 
congregation. 

An  address  by  John  Stewart 
win  clooe  the  day. 

Edward  Pendergrast  is  pastor. 


Baptist  offers  help  with 
the  day-to-day  issues  of  life. 

Introducing  the  Samaritan  Counseling  Center 


Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center 
now  combines  theology  and  psycholo¬ 
gy  to  offer  a  unique  new  counseling 
facility;  The  Samaritan  Counseling 
Center. 

This  new  center  is  designed  for 
people  who  wish  to  emphasize 
Christian  values  as  part  of  their  overall 
well-being.  “Our  purpose  is  to  address 
issues  much  like  any  other  therapist 
would,  but  with  a  consideration  of  spiri¬ 
tual  matters  as  well,’  said  Dr.  Barry 
Click,  center  director. 

“Pastoral  counseling  is  dedicated 
to  the  healing  of  the  mind  and  the  spir¬ 
it,’  said  Dr.  Paul  Stephenson,  director 
of  MBMC's  pastoral  care  department. 
“We  offer  programs  for  persons  who 
desire  counseling  that  is  both  clinically 
competent  and  rooted  in  (Christian 
faith. 

Confidential  counseling  is  avail¬ 
able  for  a  variety  of  problems  erxxxjn- 
tered  in  today’s  demanding  world, 
including: 

•  Dating  •  Marriage  enrichment 

•  Depression  •  Sexual  dysfunction 

•  Divorce  •  Stress  and  anxiety 


•Family  conflict  •  Career  assessment 
•  Parenting 

The  center’s  staff  is  trained  to 
counsel  adults,  adolescents  and  chil¬ 
dren,  as  well  as  offer  psychological 
testing  and  psychiatric  testing  in  con¬ 
sultation  with  the  MBMC  medical  staff. 
Counseling  services  are  non-denomi- 
national  in  nature  and  are  open  to  the 
general  public. 

In  addition,  counseling  programs 
will  be  offered  in  churches  throughout 
the  greater  Jackson  area,  to  expand 
the  opportunity  to  receive  Christian- 
based  counseling  in  a  comfortable, 
familiar  setting. 

Located  in  MBMC.  the  new  ser¬ 
vice  is  the  first  accredited  Samaritan 
Counseling  Center  in  Mississippi.  As 
such.  It  will  provide  educational  train¬ 
ing,  graduate-level  practicums  and 
internships  for  counseling  students. 

If  you'd  like  a  complete  listing  of 
the  senrices  offered  or  wish  to  sched¬ 
ule  a  time  to  meet  with  a  pastoral 
counselor,  please  call  us  at  968-5146 
for  more  information. 
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MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  MEDICAL  CENTER 

We’re  healthcaring  for  the  whole  family. 


Bible  Book 

Grod’s  redemptive  purpose 


Life  and  Work 

Master  Designer,  design 


W.O.  Carver  called  tbis  letter  to  llie  Pjihegians 
greatest  piece  of  writing  in  all  bisuny.**  As  was  tbe  custom 
at  that  time,  the  writer  identified  bunsdf  at  the  beginmng  of 
die  letter.  Just  tbe  name,  Paul,  would  have  been  sufficient 
for  most  of  tbe  rec^ents  of  the  letter  to  know  exacdy  who 
was  writing.  But  was  burdened.  He  had  an  urgent  mes¬ 
sage  for  fellow  Christians,  and  eroedally  for  tbose  udm 
were  Gei^es  rather  than  Jews.  Ife  wuited  all  of  them  to 
realize  thift'tiiis  was  not  just  a  fiieodly  letter  fiom  their 
fifend  Paul.  He  wanted  them  to  see  tito  as  a  message  from 
God  throu^  a  legitimate  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ  TUs  was 
not  an  honor  he  ^  chosen  for  himself  It  was  ''by  the  will 
of  God.”  It  was  extremely  important  that  bis  qx^leship  be 
recognized  in  mder  diat  this  urgent  message  m  acoqxed  as 
coniin^from  God  and  from  the  risen,  living  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  fHio  had  ai^ared  to  hiinpersonally. 

‘To  the  saints  in  Ephesus.”  Though  the  words  “in  ^ib- 
esus”  aq^iear  in  most  of  tbe  ancient  manuscrqits  of  this  let¬ 
ter,  they  are  absettt  from  at  least  two  of  die  oldest  ones. 

This  may  have  been  a  circular  letter  intended  for  a  number 
of  different  churches.  The  name  of  each  of  those  churches 
may  have  been  insetted  in  copies  intended  for  thm.  Cer¬ 
tainly  one  was  intended  for  tte  ^ihesian  church.  Maybe 
you  would  like  to  think  of  a  copy  being  intended  ftir  your 
dnitcb  and  apfdy  its  teachings  to  your  church  as  you  study 
the  letter. 

'  The  letter  is  addressed  to  “saints.”  Saints  are  people  vdio 
have  been  separated  by  God  for  himself,  and  who  have  sep- 
araied,  ot  committed  themselves,  personally  to  turn.  In  the 
New  Testameid  sense,  all  Christians  are  “saints”  now.  It  is 
not  a  qiecial  classification  for  a  few  after  death. 

“Grace”  (unmerited  favor,  goodwill,  loving  kindness, 
joy)  and  “peace”  (calmness,  a  sense  of  well-bkng,  abseil 
of  fear  or  worry).  May  these  be  yours  from  God  our  Father 
and  the  Lord  Jew  Christ. 

God’s  redei^itive  purpose  as  Father  (w.  3-6).  As 
Paul  thinks  of  God’s  great  plan  for  us,  whi^  be  is  about  to 
discuss,  he  is  so  frill  of  joy  that  he  begins  with  an  outburst 
of  praise  to  God  the  Fadier  who  bles^  us  with  every 
blessing  wtudi  is  of  a  spiritual  nature.  One  who  is  in  Christ 
can  experience  something  of  die  heavenly  kind  of  blessing 
even  ixiiile  hoe  (v.  3).  From  eternity  God  has  had  a  great 
tede^^)t^ve  {dan  which  is  now  being  carried  out.  He  chose 
us  even  befrne  the  world  was  created  so  that  be  might  set  us 
apart  for  himself  and  take  away  our  guilt.  He,  not  we,  has 
taken  the  initiative  in  bringing  us  to  himself  (v.  4).  Fbr 
those  who  leqiond  to  his  ^ice,  are  set  iqiart,  and  are  made 
blameless  in  sight,  diere  is  more.  Just  because  of  his 

love,  and  in  keqnng  with  his  own  pleasure,  he  adopts  us  as 
sons  in  his  own  fu^y  (v.  S).  ‘To  the  praise  of  his  glorious 
grace”  (v.  6)  is  an  eiqiression  of  gratitude  and  praise,  to  be 
rqieated  in  verses  12  and  14. 

God’s  redemptive  purpose  as  Son  (w.  7-12).  In  Jesus 
Christ  we  have  ou*  redemption  (we  are  set  free)  through  ins 
blood  (his  sacrifice),  our  sins  are  foniven  (our  guilt  is 
taken  away).  All  of  this  is  because  of  God’s  goodwill 
toward  us  and  not  because  we  deserve  it  (w.  7-8).  Some¬ 
thing  about  God’s  eternal  will  had  been  hidden  befrire  but 
has  now  been  revealed.  He  has  a  great  purpose  winch  will 
be  achieved  at  exacdy  the  tight  time.  He  v^  ‘Ining  all 
thingB  in  heaven  and  on  earth  together  under  one  h^ 
even  Christ”  (v.  10).  He  included  both  in  heaven  and  on 
earth.  God  has  a  {dial  to  make  this  tuqi^  and  he  htt  cho¬ 
sen  us  to  be  apart  of  that  plan  (v.  11).  In  verse  12  Paul  con¬ 
tinues  ‘in  Older  that  we  (lews,  lepreseiaed  Iqr  Paul),  who 
were  the  first  to  hope  in  Christ,  might  be  for  the  praise  of 
his  ^lory.”  “And  you  (Gentiles)  also  were  inclutm  in 
ChM  when  you  beard  the  word  of  truth,  the  gospti  of  your 
salvation”  (v.  13a). 

God’s  redemptive  purpose  as  Holy  ^irit  (w  13l>-14). 
“Having  believed,  you  were  marked  in  him  with  a  seal,  tbe 
promised  Holy  Spirit”(v.  13b).  He  is  the  guarantee  that  our 
complete  inherititnce,  or  complete  salvation,  is  secure  while 
we  wait  and  are  used  by  him  to  reach  others  who  are  to  be 
part  of  his  possession. 

Kolb  is  a  retired  missionary  living  in  Clinton. 


ByRuthAlen 

Genesisl&l 


Sir  Isaac  Newton,  the  man  who  discoveied  and  named 
the  law  of  gravity,  IhkI  a  complete  scale  model  made  of  the 
solar  system.  The  sun  was  in  the  center,  and  the  {danets 
revolv^  around  it  A  friend,  a  non-Christian  scientist 
came  to  visit  Newtoa  Ifis  scientist  friend  was  amazed 
when  he  walked  in  and  saw  the  model.  As  he  walked  slow¬ 
ly  around  the  model,  the  scientist  whistled ^nedatively 
and  looked  at  Newton  with  a  brood  smile.  “1^  is  exquis¬ 
ite!  Who  made  it?”  he  asked. 

Newton  looked  over  die  rim  of  his  glasses.  “Nobody,” 
be  said,  as  the  comer  of  tus  mouth  twitched.  Newton’s 
friend  chuckled. 

“Come  on,”  be  said,  “I’m  no  fool!  Somebody  had  to 
make  this  model,  and  he  must  have  been  a  genius.” 

Newton  rqili^  “You  think  you  are  no  fool,  but  some¬ 
times  I  wonder.  This  thirig  is  just  a  puny  imitation  of  a 
grander  system  whose  laws  you  and  I  both  know.  Somehow 
I  cannot  convince  you  that  this  model  had  no  maker.  Yet 
you  believe  the  original,  from  which  this  design  was  taken, 
sim{dy  iqipeared  ar^  runs  on  its  ovm  —  without  design  or 
malrer.  How  you  reach  such  a  conclusioo  escMies  me!” 

Teachers  of  humanism  would  have  people  oelieve,  as 

nated  witiiout  a  divine  source.  Humanism  is  diametticaUy 


By  Raymond  Kolb 
Ephesians  1 


How  often  as  children  did  we  bear  the  words  “you  can’t 
say  you  weren’t  warned”  from  our  parents?  Pretty  often!  I 
su^ct  about  as  many  times  as  we  have  said  ttose  very 
same  words  to  our  own  children.  What  our  patents  wanted 
us  to  know  and  what  we  wars  our  own  children  to  know  is 
that  there  are  always  consequences  to  our  actions,  both 
good  and  bad. 

God  warned  his  people  that  there  would  be  some  pretty 
unpleasant  consequences  in  store  for  them  if  they  neglected 
their  responsibilities  to  him  after  entering  tbe  promised 
land.  In  the  wilderness,  in  the  struggle  of  it  all,  it  was  rela¬ 
tively  easy  to  be  faithful.  The  people  were  utterly  depen¬ 
dent  upon  God  for  everything  that  sustained  life.  Once  in 
the  promised  land,  tbe  people  would  be  tempted  to  forget 
God  because  they  would  be  living  in  homes  which  tl^y 
had  not  built  and  reaping  the  fruits  of  fields  and  vineyards 
they  had  not  planted.  Forget  God;  they  did.  Reap  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  their  rebellion;  they  did. 

The  Israelites  turned  ft^m  worshiping  God  to  wor¬ 
ship  Baal  and  Ashtaroth  (w.  11-13).  The  Canaanite  god 
most  often  referred  to  in  the  Old  Testament  is  Baal,  which 
means  “lord”  or  “master.”  This  word  could  be  us^  as  a 
title  for  any  person  who  owned  something,  or  any  god  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  a  lord  or  master.  But  the  word  Baal  soon 
became  identified  virith  various  regional  gods  that  were 
thought  to  provide  fertility  for  crops  and  livestock.  Tbe 
wonhip  of  Baal  was  often  attended  to  vrith  much  sensuali¬ 
ty  and  immorality  (Num.  22:41;  Judges  2:13;  1  Kings 
16:31-32). 

Ashei^  or  Asbtoreth  was  a  female  Caananite  deity 
often  portrayed  as  the  wife  of  El  (or  sometimes  Baal). 
Asher^  was  a  favorite  deity  of  women.  Some  of  the  wives 
of  David  and  Solomon  worshiped  her  (1  Kings  15:13),  as 
Ahab’s  wife,  Jezebel,  also  probably  did  (1  Kinu  16:31- 
33).  Tbe  word  asherah  also  refers  to  a  wooden  pote,  ot  cult 
pillar,  that  stood  at  Canaanite  places  of  worsbq)  —  peiiuqis 
the  trunk  of  a  tree  with  tbe  branches  chopped  off  —  a^ 
associated  with  tbe  worshq)  of  the  goddess  Asherah. 

God  delivered  the  Israelites  into  the  hands  of  oppres¬ 
sors  (w.  14-15).  Unlike  tus  people,  God  always  keeps  tus 
word.  What  he  promises,  he  must  do.  Under  hts  protective 
care,  God  had  set  a  hedge  of  protectioit^  about  tus  people. 
He  had  provided  fru’  them  and  protected  tiiem  from  ene¬ 
mies.  However,  because  of  their  lebellion,  that  hedge  was 
taken  away  and  their  enemies  were  given  license  to  plun¬ 
der  and  of^ress  tbe  permle  of  God.  Bible  says  in  v.  IS 
that  the  people  were  ‘‘distressed”  because  of  their  sin. 
Strong’s  Greek  and  Hebrew  Dictionary  tells  us  that  tins 
word  means  “to  press  in.”  The  people  were  literally 
“hemmed  in”  or  “in  dire  straits”  beciuise  of  tbdr  sin. 

In  response  to  the  people’s  groaningSt  God  raised  up 
Judges  to  deliver  them  from  their  oppressors  (w.  1^ 

18) .  These  verses  represent  a  pretty  good  summary  of  the 
eta  of  the  judges.  The  judges  were  not  mere  legal  icfuesen- 
tatives  who  settled  diaiotes  among  the  people.  The  judges 
were  hanc^cked  by  God  to  lead  the  peopM  of  Isiad  in  a 
time  of  ^nritual  renewal  and  militaiy  delivenooe. 

It  is  Ud  to  note  that  the  people  never  did  leam  their 
lessons  very  well.  Once  saved  aM  safe  .from  the  hand  of 
their  oppressors,  the  people  would  turn  back  to  their  <dd 
sinful  ways.  Their  further  rebellioo  would  then  cause  the 
cyde  of  sin,  oppression,  and  dehveranoe  to  begin  all  over 
again 

When  a  judge  died*  the  Israelites  again  worshiped 
other  gods  and  stubbornly  followed  thdr  own  way  (v. 

19) .  Under  the  terms  of  their  covenant  relatioiishqi  with 
God,  the  Lord  was  to  have  exclusive  rights  to  the  dtwotion 
of  his  peqile.  Tbe  judges  were  fruthful  to  remind  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  their  obligations  to  God  which  they  had  not  been 
keeping.  However,  once  God’s  representative  passed  off 
the  scene  the  people  would  go  back  to  their  sinful  (uactices 
and  worship  of  other  gods. 

Because  of  his  holiness,  God  cannot  abide  sin  indefi¬ 
nitely.  He  is  longsuffering  but  even  tbe  patience  of  God 
has  its  limits.  This  is  a  lesson  tbe  people  never  did  seem  to 
quite  grasp.  How  well  have  we  leuned  the  lesson? 

Bradley  is  pastor,  Handshoro  Church,  Gulfport. 


itian  assuredly  knows  that  tiie  universe  was  created  by 
the  hand  of  tbe  Almighty  God 

God  alone  is  the  Ma^r  Designer  oi  the  entire  universe! 
God  spoke,  and  the  universe  came  into  existence.  God 
ke^  the  world  on  its  course;  and  at  God’s  appointed  time, 
God  will  qieak  the  world  out  of  existence. 

God  hru  created  an  orderly  universe  (1:1-4).  Jesus 
tau^t  people  to  pray,  “Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread” 
(Matt.  6:1 1).  Tbis  is  to  remind  us  that  petite  may  trace  tbe 
bread  on  their  tables  back  through  tbe  grocer,  tbe  baker,  the 
miller,  the  farmer,  and  ultimately  to  G^.  “Every  good  gift 
and  every  perfect  gift  is  fimn  above,  coming  down  from  the 
Father”  (James  1:17).  According  to  tbe  orderly  pattern 
established  by  the  Master  Designer,  God  has  given  the  soil, 
rain,  and  the  seasons  to  sustain  life  upon  the  earth. 

God  has  chosen  to  nuke  people  the  crown  of  his  cre¬ 
ation  (1:26-27).  God  faitiifiilly  discharged  his  duties  as 
Lord  of  creation  and  has  never  once  abandoned  his  prople 
to  cope  alone  witii  tbe  complexities  of  life.  When  a  Roman 
peony  was  made,  the  image  or  likeness  of  C^aesar,  the 
emperor,  was  stamped  upon  it.  Those  who  used  tte  coins 
were  his  subjects  a^  obeyed  his  laws.  Ages  ago  God 
designed  something  and  stamped  his  likmess  upon  it  Tbe 
likeness  was  God’s  sign  of  ownership.  It  was  not  a  coin  that 
God  made;  it  was  manldnd!  God’s  image  stamped  upon 
man  signified  his  design  was  not  for  mankind  to  pursue 
pleasure  but  to  serve  God. 

In  The  GtMpd  of  Redemption,  W.T.  Conner  reminds 
us  tiiat:  1.  We  must  always  remember  God  is  personal  and 
purposive.  2.  Tbe  historical  order  is  the  scene  of  the  work¬ 
ing  of  the  plan  ot  God.  3.  God  is  woddog  ffaroui^  Christ 
arid  his  church  a  redemptive  program  in  die  world.  Conner 
further  states,  “Creation  and  redemption  fixm  one  plan  with 
God.  Creation  was  for  redemptive  ends.  Redenqition  was 
not  an  afterdioogbt  on  God’s  part.  He  did  not  nudee  the 
world  and  have  it  wrecked  by  sin  and  then  go  to  work  to 
salva«  something  out  of  the  wreck.  Ifis  plan  was  a  unified 
plan  from  the  beginning.  Creation  looked  toward  redemp¬ 
tion,  and  redemption  is  to  be  the  goal  and  dimax  of  cre- 
atioa” 

In  an  undetgnKfaiate  course  on  the  Alt  Of  Stagecraft,  the 
final  exam  required  a  watetcolor  set  design  for  the  [day, 
“Arsenic  and  Old  Lace.”  Although  a  satisfactory  gn^le  was 
received,  the  set  was  truly  the  wrnk  of  an  amateur!  God’s 
master  d^gn  for  the  universe  and  mankind  was  an 
unequaled  accompli.shment.  God’s  workmanship  is  beyond 
comparison.  Consequently,  as  God  is  unique  as  Master 
Desimr,  so  maiiki^  bis  crown  of  creation,  is  unique.  All 
pepTe  are  made  in  GOd’s  image  and  are  the  objects  of 
God’s  redemption.  “Praise  God  from  whom  all  blessings 
flow!” 

Allen  lives  in  Jackson. 
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Consequences  of  choice 


By  Richard  Bradley 
Judges  2 


Participants  find  friendship 
at  Fall  Festival  of  Marriage 


SOUTHERN  BAPTISTS  FIND  GAZA  HAPPIER  PLACE  TO 
LIVE,  WORK:  GAZA  —  Once  again,  it’s  OK  to  langb  and  play  in 
Gaza.  The  hope  that  flooded  in  after  Palestine  liberation  Organization 
chief  Yasser  Arafat  recently  took  the  reins  of  power  in  Gaza  has  qpsDed 
over  into  the  hves  of  Palestiniaos  with  whom  Baptists  woik.  Soodiein 
Baptist  missionaries  Dean  and  Dona  Fitzgerald  came  to  the  Israett-occn- 
pied  Gaza  Strip  in  1978.  That  was  nine  years  before  Palestinians 
launched  an  uprising  against  Israeli  rale  called  die  Intifada — andbefme 
Gaza  City  grew  so  and  barren  because  oi  it  Now  the  Intifada  — 
directed  at  the  Israeli  military  occupation  —  is  no  longer  necessary. 
Conditioas  are  even  better  than  before  tbe  Intifada  began.  Dona  Ht^er- 
ald  said.  Personal  fteedom  and  a  new  burst  of  energy  translate  into 
opportunity  for  the  Gaza  Bimtist  Church,  a  vibrant  ^oup  of  believers 
whose  numbers  have  grown  from  recent  weekend  revival  services.  The 
church  is  looking  for  an  Arab  pastor.  Its  membership  number  about  30, 
but  the  church’s  reach  extends  far  beyond  that.  To  strengthen  the  Bt^itist 
witness.  Southern  Baptist  representatives  are  requesting  new  full-time 
co-workers  —  preachers  and  an  English  teacher  —  from  churches  in  the 
United  States.  They’re  also  asking  for  a  teacher  to  make  a  career  out  of 
training  teachers  at  a  school  for  the  hearing-impaired.  The  Baptists 
believe  the  worst  is  over  in  Gaza  —  at  least  for  a  time. 


impressed.  Me,  too.  It’s  powerful 
stun. 

We  also  meet  keynote  speakers 
Bob  and  Yvonne  'Tiunbull  of  Mis¬ 
sion  Viejo,  Calif.  They  have  a  full¬ 
time  ministiy  of  marriage  enrich¬ 
ment,  and  contribute  to  several 
national  singles  pubtications.  They 
reiterate  goals  of  the  weekend: 
reveal  why  it’s  important  to  have 
your  best  Mend  in  /our  spouse, 
show  couples  how  to  become  best 
Mends,  and  teach  ways  to  stay 
best  friends. 

They  talk  of  the  marital  strug¬ 
gles  they  have  overcome. 

“Opposites  attract,  then  they 
attack.’’  Yvonne  Thmbull  says  this 
is  one  of  the  hidden  rules  of  mar¬ 
riage.  Ellis  and  I  look  at  each 
other.  I  can  tell  he’s  laughing 
inside,  too.  That  could  be  us! 

The  Turnbulls  say:  “We  have  to 
remember,  when  God  put  that  per¬ 
son  who  is  so  different  from  you 
into  your  life,  it  was  to  help  you 
grow  more  like  Christ.  In  order  to 
make  the  marriage  work,  you  have 
to  start  by  changing  yourself  — 
not  always  looking  to  change  the 
other  person.” 

They  point  out  Jesus  said  some¬ 
thing  like  that  in  Matthew  7:3-5. 
(to  be  continued) 


The  Bqpifif  Record  was  invited 
tobe  du  guest  of  the  Baptist  Sun- 
day  School  Board  for  the  Fall  Fes- 

tival  of  Marriage  held  at  die  New  ]  W 

Orleans  Seminary  Sept.  16-18.  I  71 

Theme  for  this  year’s  festival  was  dJa 

“Husbands  and  Wives:  The  Best 

of  Friends."  The  following  is  the 

first  in  a  series  of  observations  of 

the  weekend  by  Record  staffer  ^  ^ 

Shannon  Simpson. 

Teenager”  are  not  for  us,  but  I  am 
Day  1:  Friday  afternoon.  My  to  see  there  are  workshc^  for 
husband  Ellis  and  I  are  —  natural-  those  particular  needs.  I  am  also 
ly  —  late  getting  out  of  town.  Last  glad  to  learn  there  is  confidential 
minute  trips  to  bank  arxl  gas  sta-  counseling  available  on  Saturday 
tion  take  longer  than  we  thought  for  indivimn^  !|nd  couples. 
Finally  on  the  road  to  New  Since  this  weekend  had  been 
Orleans,  I  fall  asleep  in  the  car,  dubbed  a  time  for  the  two  of  us 
beat  after  a  long  week.  (and  not  just  a  work  trip  for  me). 

When  I  wake  up,  we  are  neariy  we  decide  against  anything  desig- 
to  Slidell.  I  say  to  Ellis,  “Some  nated  “For  Men  (or  Women) 
way  to  start  off  a  romantic  Only.”  We  narrow  our  choices 
anniversary  weekend,  huh?”  down  to  a  range  of  topics  — 


AUTHOR  OF  NEW  SBC  HISTORY  BOOK  SEES  A  PEOPLE  OF 
FAITH  AND  HOPE:  ABILENE.  Texas  (BP)  — Southern  Baptists,  “for 
all  their  biases  and  weaknesses,  are  a  people  of  faith  and  hope,"  the 
author  of  the  sesquicentennial  history  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  has  concluded.  Jesse  C.  Fletcher,  chancellor  and  Connalfy  profes- 
.tor  of  missions  at  Hardin-Simmons  University  in  Abilene.  Texas,  has 
written  The  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  A  Sesquicentennial  History 
published  by  Broadman  &  Holman  Publishers  and  released  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  “The  history  is  the  way  we  were  and  how  we  got  to  be  who  we  are," 
Fletcher  said  in  an  interview.  The  467-page  narrative  includes  one 
chapter  titled  "The  Battle  for  the  Gavel,  1979-90,”  detailing  the  denom¬ 
ination's  “conservative  resurgence"  beginning  with  the  election  of  Adri¬ 
an  Rogers  as  SBC  president  in  June  1979.  He  described  that  event  as 
“not  the  end  of  a  campaign,  but  the  beginning  of  one,"  adding:  “It  soon 
became  obvious  this  controversy  would  be  different  from  anything 
Southern  Baptists  had  experienced.”  The  book  is  available  through  Bap¬ 
tist  Book  Stores  at  a  special  introductory  price  of  $2397  through  Dae. 
31 .  After  Jan.  1,  the  price  will  be  $29^.  It’tWfyffpRRthased  at  the 
stores  or  by  calling  1-800-233-1123. 

RRST  SIMULTANEOUS  WITNESS  EFFORT  TO  LAUNCH 
OCT.  2:  ATLANTA  (BP)  — .Sunday,  Oct  2,  is  “Evangelize  the  Lost 
Launch  Day”  to  prepare  for  Soutiiera  Baptists’  first  simultaneous  per¬ 
sonal  soul-winning  effort.  “Here’s  Hope.  Share  Jesus  Now”  is  the  theme 
of  the  witnessing  emphasis  scheduled  Jan.  9  to  March  9  next  year. 
Southern  Baptists  are  a.sked  to  share  their  faith  at  least  60  times  in  diose 
60  days,  said  Thad  Hamilton,  Home  Mission  Board  director  of  personal 
evangelism  and  co-chairman  of  the  Here’s  Hope  n^onal  steering  com¬ 
mittee.  On  Oct.  2,  pastors  are  asked  to  commit  to  the  spring  project, 
Hamilton  said.  Church  members  are  asked  to  sign  up  Oct.  9.  People  are 
encouraged  to  commit  to  the  project  in  October  to  allow  time  for  witness 
training,  he  said.  Southern  Biq}tists  have  had  simultaneous  revivals,  but 
never  attempted  a  concurrent  effort  for  individuals  to  share  their  faith, 
Hamilton  said.  The  personal  witnessing  thrust  will  be  followed  by 
revivals  from  March  12  to  Sept.  30.  The  revivals  will  “caprate  the 
momentum”  created  by  60  days  of  soul-winning  and  give  new  ChriAians 
a  chance  to  make  their  decision  public,  said  Richard  Harris,  HMB  direc¬ 
tor  of  mass  evangelism  and  Here’s  Hope  co-chairman. 


■  Friday  evening.  By  the  time 

we  drink  our  coffee,  the  first  gen- 
eral  session  is  beginning  in 
,  w  Leavell  Chapel.  After  a  welcome 
seminary  President  Landrum 
Leavell,  Lloyd  Sweatt  steps  to  the 
micrc^bone.  He  is  pastor  of  Duck 
Hill  Church  near  Grenada. 

I  realize  ly^ien  he  introduces  his 
St6V8  8nd  PsttI  68brl6lS8,  wor-  wife  Rita  that  she  is  the  daughter 
Ship  leaders  for  the  Fall  Festival  of  of  J.M.  and  Gail  Wood.  J.M.  is 
Marriage  on  the  New  Orleans  Semi-  retiring  minister  of  music  at 
nary  campus,  perform  a  skit  por-  Broadmoor  Church,  Jackson;  Gail 
traying  a  couple’s  friendship  from  works  with  me  in  the  Baptist 
chiidhood  through  maturity.  ^^Building.  The  Sweatts  .served  as 

“^weekend  coordinators  for  the  festi- 
After  checking  in  at  the  hotel  in  val.  That  means  they  worked  out 
New  Orleans  East,  we  head  to  the  all  the  details  while  I  had  a  good 
New  Orleans  Seminary  campus,  time. 

I’ve  never  been  there  before,  so  Lloyd  awards  a  book  to  the 
this  whole  thing  is  a  real  adven-  couple  who  came  farthest  to 
ture.  attend:  David  and  Mary  Sills, 

After  registration,  we  sit  down  Mississippi  missionaries  on  fur- 
witii  a  cup  of  coffee  in  Hardin  Stu-  lough  fr^  Quito,  Ecuador.  What 
dent  Center  and  go  through  our  a  great  way  to  start  a  leave,  I 
packets,  put  on  name  tags,  etc.  thiA 

A  brochure  lists  33  possible  Steve  Gabrielse  of  Kansas  City 
worksht^  we  can  attend  m  any  of  plays  hymiK  on  the  trumpet  Steve 
five  time  slots  through  Sunday  and  his  wife  Patti  wiU  be  worship  New  Orleans,  Sept.  1 6-18 
moraing.  Overwhelined,  we  leaders.  They  sing,  lead  music, 
decide  the  best  strategy  is  fnocess  arxl  illustrate  Mendship  and  pit- 
of  eUminatiott  falls  in  marriage  with  short  drama 

“Hope  for  Victims  of  Sexual  vignettes  during  each  general  ses- 
Abuse,  ’  “Moving  to  Maturity,”  sion  throughout  the  weekend, 
and  “Staying  Friends  with  your  With  the  first  short  drama,  EUis  is 
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Super  day  for  Monroe  GAs 

Monroe  Association  GAs  met  recently  for  a  “Super  Saturday”  at  Athens 
Church,  Aberdeen.  The  33  GAs  and  their  leaders  played  pames  and 
watched  a  video  on  the  work  of  the  Ortiz  family  in  migrant  ministries.  Eliz¬ 
abeth  McNeese  is  Monroe  Association  GA  director. 


Haw  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzxle.  Solw  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  wedc's  puzzle:  Matthew  Eleven:  Twenty-Eight. 


